

	
Skip to content

	
	
	

		
		

			

	

		
		

	[image: Earth System Governance]






		Who we are 
	About the Project 
		Scientific Steering Committee (SSC)
	International Project Office



	Science and Implementation Plan
	Research Centres
	Affiliated projects



	What we do 
	Annual Conferences 
		2024 ESG Forum



	Taskforces
	Working Groups
	Newsletter
	Education
	Early Career Resources
	South-South Initiative
	Earth System Governance Foundation



	Publications 
	Earth System Governance Journal
	Cambridge Elements Series
	MIT Press Series
	Cambridge University Press Series
	Research Fellow Publications



	News 
	Events
	Perspectives



	Find an expert
	Contact us







	
									





		
	



			
			

				
	

		
		

			
			

				
				


	
		
			Advancing research on global environmental change and governance


		

	


	
		
			The Earth System Governance Project is a global research network that aims to advance knowledge at the interface between global environmental change and governance. The network connects and mobilizes scholars from the social sciences and humanities researching at local and global scales.
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2024 ESG Forum on ‘Re-imagining Earth System Governance in an Era of Polycrisis’

The 2024 Forum on Earth System Governance takes place from 14-18 October 2024. The events of the forum will be organised in partnership with co-hosts and the various facets of…
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			Learn more about

taskforces and working groups


		

	


	
		
			Through these groups, we engage substantively with key issues of global environmental change confronting contemporary societies.
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Taskforce on the Sustainable Development Goals
The Earth System Governance ‘Taskforce on the Sustainable Development Goals’ brings together an interdisciplinary global group of scholars and practitioners…

Read more
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Working Group on Decarbonization
The “Decarbonization” Working Group is part of the “Task Force on Climate Governance”. It gathers researchers from various disciplines who…

Read more
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Taskforce on New Technologies
Convener

Read more
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Working Group on Economic Downturn and Climate Action
Climate action by state and non-state actors has become increasingly urgent, if the world is to limit long-term global warming…

Read more
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Taskforce on Planetary Justice
The Planetary Justice Taskforce of the Earth System Governance Project brings together an interdisciplinary group of scholars who are concerned…
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Carbon Removal Working Group
Creating and enhancing carbon sinks has become the newest pillar of climate policy in the era of the Paris Agreement, which calls for a ‘balance of sources and sinks’ on route to the ambitious temperature targets of 2C – or even 1.5C – by century’s end...
Read more
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Taskforce on the Governance of Nature and Biodiversity
Aims and scope The ongoing loss of nature and biodiversity due to human activity, exacerbated by climate change, is one…

Read more
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Working Group on Democracy
This group gathers researchers from various disciplines who are interested in questions of democracy, power and legitimacy, and how these…

Read more
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News
2024 Beskydy Workshop: Call for Papers

The 2024 Beskydy Workshop on the theme of “Nature-Based Governance: Coevolutionary and transformative perspectives on the…

Learn more
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News
Letter from the Co-Chairs of the Scientific Steering Committee

Dear Network of the Earth System Governance Project, As the year draws to a close, we…

Learn more
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2023 RadboudBlog
Science-policy interfaces for transformative change? Insights from the PBL innovative session at the 2023 Earth System Governance conference

Science-policy interfaces for transformative change? Insights from our innovative session at the Earth System Governance conference…

Learn more
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			Earth System Governance Publications


		

	


	
		
			The project’s flagship publications seek to advance knowledge in our field and provide authoritative stances on existing and emerging aspects of earth system governance research


		

	





Earth System Governance Journal
The ESG journal is available to publish cutting-edge research related to the annual Earth System Governance conferences, academic workshops, synthesizing events by taskforces and working groups, as well as similar network activities.



Read more 


Earth System Governance Book Series
The project has two book series with both MIT Press and Cambridge University Press, as well as an Elements Series with Cambridge Elements. 
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Network Publications
Collaborative output of the earth system governance network of scholars 
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			Do you want to join our network?

Please sign up here and join the ESG network.
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Elsabe Boshoff

Research Fellows
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Esmeralda Colombo

Research Fellows
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Juwon Samuel Afolayan

Research Fellows
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Ajmal Khan A T

Research Fellows
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Melanie van Driel

Research Fellows
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Laura Létourneau Tremblay

Research Fellows
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			Maciej Filip Bukowski 

When did you join the ESG Network, and what motivated you to get involved?

I joined the ESG Network in March, following my successful application to the ESG Mentorship program. The primary motivation underpinning my involvement is my wish to liaise with ESG scholars pursuing or interested in research in the emerging field of the geopolitics of climate change. The question of how to insulate the global endeavors to advance a low-carbon future against conflicting national interests remains a major blind spot in the ESG research. Any change introduced via a global policy undertaking needs to address geopolitical considerations if the results its aim is to produce lasting results.

Being an advocate of the realist school of thought in international relations, one of the primary assumptions in my research has been that the short to mid-term considerations of strategic competition between national states override their long-term interests, the protection of which may require enduring collective action. A contemporary illustration of this assumption is the preference for energy security over climate mitigation (i.e. securing affordable and often dirty energy vs. cutting GHG emissions via clean energy sources). This assumption holds true for both democratic governments (run by politicians subjected to electoral cycles) and authoritarian systems (where rulers need to keep their subjects satisfied). Furthermore, as explained by Prof. Stuard Elden, crucial in this regard is the increasingly volumetric character of geopolitics, where the power of state is no longer confined to a 2D territory but unfolds now especially in other spatial dimensions such as airspace, outer space in maritime verticality.

I am currently completing my PhD in which I look at how climate change will act as a balancing factor in the geostrategic competition between the EU, the US and China. The whole field is truly enormous and I believe the ESG network to be the most appropriate collaborative sphere where a transdisciplinary effort could meaningfully attempt to address the shortage of scholarship on the intersection of geopolitics with climate and sustainability. With this in mind, I am grateful for your invitation and look forward to working together.

What is the most useful piece of advice you have received as an Early Career Scholar?

Having only joined the ESG Network recently, it is yet for me to find out!


		

	
















				
			


			
		


		
	



			
		

		

		


	
		




	
		
			Sign up for our newsletter and keep up to date


		

	


	
		
			You can sign up to our newsletter for the most recent publications, jobs and news in the field.


		

	





	
		
			Subscribe to our monthly news letter. Unsubscribe at any time.
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