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Kick-off seminar of the working group on conceptual foundations of Environmental Policy 

Integration (EPI), 1-2 October 2015, Utrecht, the Netherlands 

 

Hens Runhaar (Utrecht University & Wageningen University and Research Centre) 

Peter Driessen (Utrecht University) 

Christine Wamsler (University of Lund) 

 

 

On 1-2 October 2015 the kick-off seminar of the working group on EPI took place. The venue of this 

seminar was the University Hall in the historical city centre of Utrecht.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the seminar 12 EPI experts from various European countries discussed the conceptual foundations 

of EPI and related concepts such as climate policy mainstreaming, their origins and development over 

time, their influence on policy practices, and their performance in terms of environmental protection and 

sustainable development in general. 

 

The seminar participants brought together insights from various contexts and sectors and developed new 

research questions that could guide future research on EPI. A mix of reflexive, critical, and instrumental 

questions were discussed in small groups.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Furthermore, the next steps of the working group were defined, namely the development of a joint 

position paper on EPI, a special issue which brings together state-of-the-art findings from research on EPI 

and explore new directions for future research, and a panel on EPI during a conference to expand the 

working group and diffuse its work. 
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Participants: 

 

Name Website 

Dr. Alex Widmer, EAWAG, 
University of Bern  

http://www.eawag.ch/en/aboutus/portrait/organisation/staff/profile/ale
xander-widmer/  

Dr. Åsa Persson, Stockholm 
Environment Institute (SEI) 

http://www.sei-international.org/staff?staffid=38 

Dr. Christine Wamsler, Lund 
University 

http://lucsus.lu.se.webbhotell.ldc.lu.se/index.php/staff/christine-
wamsler/ 

Dr. Duncan Russel, University of 
Exeter 

http://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/politics/staff/russel/  

Dr. Ger Mullally University College 
Cork, Department of Sociology 

http://publish.ucc.ie/researchprofiles/A024/gmullally 

Dr. Hens Runhaar, Utrecht 
University and Wageningen 
University and Research Centre 

http://www.uu.nl/staff/HACRunhaar/0 

Prof. Martin Wassen, Utrecht 
University 

http://www.uu.nl/staff/MJWassen 

Niall Dunphy, University College 
Cork, Director, Cleaner Production 
Promotion Unit 

http://research.ucc.ie/profiles/D012/ndunphy 

Dr. Paula Kivimaa, SPRU/University 
of Sussex 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/314098 

Prof. Peter Driessen, Utrecht 
University 

http://www.uu.nl/staff/PPJDriessen 

Rien van Stigt M.Sc., University of 
Applied Sciences Utrecht 

http://www.research.hu.nl/Onderzoekers/Rien-van-Stigt.aspx 

Dr. Sylvia Karlsson-Vinkhuyzen, 
Wageningen University and 
Research Centre 

https://www.vcard.wur.nl/Views/Profile/View.aspx?id=41449&ln=eng 
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