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Innovative Sessions

Stream(s): Anticipation and Imagination 
Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Deep system change for sustainable development: The 2030PLUS Project 
(ID: 560) 

Chair(s):  
Kearney, Norman M. 

Presenter(s):  
Kearney, Norman M. 
Carlsen, Henrik 
Weitz, Nina 
Bonaccorsi, Eleonora 

Description: 

Progress on the SDGs has been slow and recent crises have reversed decades of progress, 
raising the question of whether existing international agreements and systems can achieve 
a better and more sustainable future for all. 

2030PLUS aims to accelerate the global sustainability transition through 2030 and beyond. 
We will produce a first-of-its-kind assessment report of the systemic interactions among 
drivers of progress, barriers to progress, and system changes related to achieving the SDGs. 
To elevate the social and policy relevance of this report, we will facilitate a series of regional 
workshops with the goal of negotiating and co-creating a comprehensive proposal for an 
enhanced global sustainability strategy. 

This innovative session will present preliminary findings of the 2030PLUS project while 
providing an entry point for policy makers, civil society groups, business actors, citizen 
groups, and researchers to come together and build a shared understanding of the systemic 
challenges related to the global sustainability transition and to co-create solutions. 

2030PLUS takes an innovative approach to analyzing the global sustainability transition, 
focusing on drivers, barriers, and system changes. For example, conventional wisdom holds 
that competition for profit stimulates productivity and investment, which should boost 
employment and thereby raise standards of living (driver for SDG8). But competition for 
profit also enriches those already rich and impoverishes those already poor (barrier for 
SDG10). System changes for solving this problem could include: blocking the negative effects 
of competition for profit, such as by setting a maximum wage and providing a basic income; 
valorizing alternative motivations for competition, such as quality or excellence; and 
promoting more cooperative forms of economic allocation. 

2030PLUS is a joint project of the Centre for Development & Environment, the Stockholm 
Environment Institute, the Copernicus Instistute of Sustainable Development, and the 
International Institute for Sustainable Development. 

Keywords: sustainable development goals, sustainability transitions, co-creation, pathways, 
leverage points



Stream(s): Anticipation and Imagination 

Play, imagination and unmaking unsustainable systems (ID: 745) 

Chair(s):  
Vervoort, Joost 

Description: 

This innovative session will bring together activists, game designers, creative practitioners 
and researchers to discuss how play and imagination can be mobilized to help unmake 
unsustainable societal systems. 

There is a widespread interest in playful and imaginative practices as a way to break out of 
current destructive systems. However, much of this interest in the sustainability space 
focuses on projects with a didactic, placid framing that do not challenge the status quo in 
meaningful ways. Cutting edge research in sustainability transformations clearly shows that 
the unmaking of many societal systems is urgent - and this includes disrupting existing 
power dynamics. Creative and playful practices have an important role to play in 'symbolic 
unmaking' 

The NWO Vidi project Anticiplay, the Horizon 2020 project CreaTures, and the CUCO project 
Playing with the Trouble have been investigating different ways in which playful and creative 
practices can challenge and subvert existing systems. 

This session will invite ESG researchers to meet with activists and game designers to learn 
about the potential of symbolic unmaking through play and imagination. This session will be 
organized as follows: 

1) an introductory presentation by the session host, Joost Vervoort, on the state of the art
of theory and practice around play, imagination and symbolic unmaking, plus discussion (45
minutes).

2) a showcase of different playful and imaginative practices that attendees will be able to
try out (60 minutes).

3) a discussion between participants about future possibilities of exchange between
activists, game designers/creative practitioners and researchers on this agenda (30 minutes).

Keywords: Imagination, anticipation, play, unmaking, transformations
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Stream(s): Architecture and Agency 
Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Transdisciplinarity and the paradox of two ESGs: Co-option, Collision or 
collaboration? (ID: 805) 

Chair(s):  
Stanberry, Joanna 

Presenter(s):  
Balda, Janis 
Bidaisee, Satesh 
van Loon, Rens 
Stanberry, Joanna 
Case, Peter 
Egel, Eleftheria 
Little, Richard 
Gosling, Jonathan 
Gaggiotti, Hugo 
von Bülow, Charlotte 

Description: 

There currently exists a paradox between Earth System Governance (as perceived by 
scientists, intergovernmental organisations and civil society) and “Environmental Social and 
Corporate Governance” (as perceived by businesses as the en vogue reporting mechanism 
and investment strategy for sustainability). A discursive analysis demonstrates that 
concepts like stakeholders, inclusiveness, social responsibility, environment, and innovation 
take on dissimilar meanings in both theory and practice though both consider how risks and 
opportunities related to the environment and society are managed. 

This innovative session engages with a reflexive transdisciplinary coproductive process 
directed at podcasting. Between proposal acceptance and the conference, the scholar-
practitioners will engage in questioning and reflection, producing creative responses that are 
introduced in podcast segments. Portions of the resulting podcasts and our learnings will 
be shared during two innovative sessions of 4-5 presenters who engage participants in a 
reflective process to create participatory spaces across differences to coproduce new 
practices. 

The contributors will draw on extensive experience in transdisciplinary research that 
employs participatory methods to ensure that outcomes of research inquiry and engagement 
are inclusive, equitable, and actionable. The innovative approaches introduced and debated 
will challenge assumptions regarding ontological divides between ‘research’ and ‘practice’, 
‘the social’ and ‘the material’, ‘hard science’ and ‘social science’.  

As scholar-practitioners working at different scales and across disciplines and regions 
towards the post-2015 development agenda, we ask how experiences from practice and 
related research might inform an Earth System Governance that more effectively engages 
business in transdisciplinary approaches and corporate governance that redefines 
opportunity.  

To that end we ask: What knowledge and consciousness of the self is needed to challenge 
assumptions about “leadership” that have added to the divide among social and ecological 
systems and bridge the operative settings - corporate, political, organisational - to advance 
Earth System Governance? 

Keywords: Private governance, participatory methods, reflexivity, sustainable business, critical 
leadership
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Stream(s): Democracy and Power 

Ancestral Philosophy of Alli Kawsay, the voice of the Mother Nature in 
middle of antropoceno (ID: 219) 

Chair(s):  
Erazo Acosta, Eduardo 
Arteaga, Vanessa 

Presenter(s):  
Arteaga, Vanessa 

Description: 

The Alli Kawsay, living well-life in fullness) of the indigenous Kichwa language, is understood 
as life in fullness. This research is the result of 10 years of research work / accompaniment 
to indigenous communities in Ecuador and Colombia, located in an area higher than 2600 
meters above sea level. Kichwa and Cauca indigenous communities. Living fully from an 
integral, holistic, harmonious vision, from the legacy of the ancestors, this worldview implies 
recovering the word and practices of the ancestors and that is life and care / respect for 
the ancestral seeds. 

This ancestral epistemology refers to seeing Mother Nature Allpamama, as the center of our 
life as human beings. And this urgent call for respect for nature is of profound importance 
today in the midst of the anthropocene, in the sumak kawsay - it allows us to place in 
respect and return our sight to mother nature, as a center, which provides, feeds and cares. 

It is important to speak of sumak kawsay in the indigenous communities, because it centers 
the community as a center of social interaction, passing away from the individualism of the 
capitalist system. In addition, good living - sumak kawsay, as a philosophy, involves 
addressing the social, economic, spiritual, environmental, and educational dimensions. 

Spiritual, because it implies focusing on mother nature, as part of the same community. 
Educational, because from the indigenous family is educated in the virtues of care of respect 
for nature, for the welfare of the family, society as a whole. 

Keywords: indigenous epistemologies, global south, climate change
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Stream(s): Democracy and Power 
Justice and Allocation  

De-Moooo-cracy! A performative experiment with a cow-human citizen’s 
assembly (ID: 756) 

Chair(s):  
van Veen, Anne 

Presenter(s):  
Cornips, Leonie 
van Helvoirt, Bram 
van Dooren, Noël 
Bleijerveld, Bart 

Description: 

The problem 

Nonhuman animals are stakeholders in sustainability transformations, but are generally not 
included as such. In addition, justice perspectives are often limited to justice for humans. 
At the same time, political philosophers increasingly advocate an interspecies democracy 
with (in)direct forms of representation of nonhuman animals to achieve multispecies justice. 
Interspecies democratic practices are a huge leap from where we currently are and are 
therefore difficult to imagine. In this innovative session we use art to push the boundaries 
of what is seen as possible by performing an experiment with interspecies democracy. 
Specifically, we hold a (fictional) citizen’s assembly in which future generations of cows and 
humans are represented by current human citizens. 

The experiment 

Our cow-human citizen’s assembly is tasked to develop a vision for how cows and humans 
will live justly and sustainably in the province of Gelderland in 2043, and to use back casting 
to develop the policy measures needed to achieve this future. For this, we ask humans living 
in Gelderland to represent themselves, current cows, future cows, or future humans. In 
preparatory meetings, artistic methods and expert sessions help the citizens prepare their 
vision and policy proposals. Activities such as storytelling, embodied exercises, and 
perspective-taking rituals aid participants in attuning to and embodying the perspectives of 
the group they represent. During the innovative session, the groups come together and 
perform their final deliberation. 

Aims 

Learn about the potential and limits of indirect representation of nonhuman animals in a 
citizen’s assembly. To what extent are current citizens able to attune to the needs and 
desires of future cows and humans? 

Learn about the effects of cross-species perspective-taking on the citizen-performers: 
could this be a transformative learning experience? Can such democratic and/or artistic 
practices be an instrument of value and belief change? 

Keywords: Interspecies democracy, justice, cows, future generations, transformative learning

 Innovative Sessions 



Stream(s): Democracy and Power 
Justice and Allocation  

Locating Gender in Sustainability Governance and Transitions (ID: 770) 

Chair(s):  
Jayaram, Dhanasree 

Presenter(s):  
Kronsell, Annica 

Description: 

Even though the role of gender in sustainability governance is well-acknowledged in 
academic and policy literature, there are several gaps in the implementation of gender-
responsive and gender-transformative policies. Gender-related discussions have focussed 
on disproportionate effects of various crises on women and increasingly the role of women 
as governance actors, or even agents of change. Yet, the concept of gender mainstreaming 
often becomes a buzzword in intergovernmental and other governance-related platforms 
(such as United Nations/UN agencies, international financial institutions, national 
governments, and others that deal with sustainability governance), but without giving serious 
consideration to what this would entail and how goals of gender equality and gender justice 
could be achieved. Furthermore, contextual knowledge, structural inequalities, and 
intersectionality are rarely reflected in policies, even though there are more and more 
studies (including Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change reports) that highlight the 
need for addressing them urgently. 

In this context, the innovative session aims to bring in expert analysis by academics and 
policy-makers and practitioners from different countries to share their experiences (mostly 
video recordings) about ‘gender mainstreaming’ in sustainability governance. It would focus 
on four sectors – climate change, food security, water security, and biodiversity protection. 
The session will use short interventions by representatives from the UN, non-governmental 
organizations, governments, and other policy spaces, on questions of knowledge-policy 
interface, successes and failures, institutional and structural change, multi-actor and multi-
level governance, equity and justice, among others. Since gender continues to be one of the 
less-represented themes in the Earth System Governance (ESG) research agenda, this 
session would also act as a fillip for further engagement with this important aspect of 
sustainability governance. 

Keywords: Gender, sustainability governance, justice, climate change, food security
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Transdisciplinary research in living labs for environmental issues: gained 
experiences and lessons learned (ID: 775) 

Chair(s):  
Ellen, Gerald Jan 
Meijerink, Sander 

Presenter(s):  
Campodonico, Giulia 
Rakhmani, Inaya 
Takwin, Bagus 
Ploegmakers, Huub 
Buijs, Jean-Marie 

Description: 

Living labs have become a common format for shaping transdisciplinary research on 
environmental issues. Living labs are places where researchers from a wide range of 
disciplines engage with societal stakeholders to better understand environmental issues, 
and to co-design and implement experimental strategies to solve these issues. In spite of 
the popularity of the living lab approach, realizing productive interactions and shaping 
transdisciplinary research remains challenging. In this innovative and hybrid session we aim 
to draw lessons from experienced gained with transdisciplinary research in living labs. 
Representatives of living labs for biodiversity restoration; soil, water and drought; and flood 
risk management will kick-off with short pitches in which they present key issues they are 
struggling with, such as: how to bridge agendas and frames of researchers and practitioners; 
how to sustain living labs (after funding ends); and how to upscale the innovations developed 
within the living lab. After the pitches these issues will be discussed in a world café setting 
with different tables. Some of these tables will be physically at the Radboud University, 
others online. Online group discussion will be facilitated by using Miro Software. After a 
break the results of the group discussions will be briefly summarized and presented, after 
which there is room for physical and online Q&A. 

Keywords: Living labs, transdisciplinarity, interdisciplinarity, lesson-drawing
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Trying out diverse participatory action research methods - harnessing their 
power for transformative governance (ID: 761) 

Chair(s):  
Carton, Linda 
Kleinschroth, Fritz 

Presenter(s):  
McCall, Michael K. 
Corbett, Jon 
de Pater, Mara 
Notermans, Igno 
de Wijse-van Heeswijk, Marieke 

Description: 

Transdisciplinary approaches are increasingly acknowledged as vital to addressing complex 
sustainability challenges and for the generation of transformative change (Norström et al., 
2020). Despite its popularity, scholars have emphasized the fundamental differences in the 
generation of knowledge between academia and other actors (Blythe et al. 2017). Critical 
interrogation of how transdisciplinary methods link to processes of change is vital to further 
action research and support transformative governance (Pereira et al. 2018). 

This innovative session lets participants try out three, diverse, participatory research 
methods and interrogate their knowledge co-production processes, their connection to 
transformative governance, and their blind spots. While all three methods are used to 
support dialogue processes, they are highly diverse: they originate from different research 
fields, involve transdisciplinary actors in different ways, are used in different 
transdisciplinary contexts, and the knowledge they generate connects to different processes 
of transformative change (Caniglia et al. 2021). 

The three methods simulated and interrogated in this session are: 1) the X-curve framework, 
used to create actionable knowledge on dynamics of build-up and break down in societal 
transitions (Hebinck et al. 2021); 2) a serious game, designed to simulate various scenarios 
and interventions for change, fostering learning processes on multiple levels – a 
sustainability game will be demonstrated (Wijse-van Heeswijk, 2021; Bekius and Gomes, 
2023) and 3) participatory GIS, used to represents local peoples spatial knowledge using 
maps and aerial imagery (McCall, 2003; Corbett et al. 2016). 

This session is intended for researchers and practitioners who are curious about 
participatory methods used to generate actionable knowledge and how they may result in 
societal impact. The session features short simulations of all methods, practical insights in 
the use of these methods, and an open discussion on the opportunities and pitfalls of these 
methods - with specific attention to using these in diverse socio-cultural contexts. 

Keywords: participatory research methods; knowledge co-production; action research; 
societal transformation
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

New models for science-policy interfaces - towards transformative 
biodiversity policy in Europe (ID: 764) 

Chair(s):  
Korhonen-Kurki, Kaisa 
Delbaere, Ben 

Presenter(s):  
Kentala-Lehtonen, Johanna 
Giraldi, Jessika 
Dubois, Gregoire 

Description: 

The world and earth systems are faced with multiple crises, of which the biodiversity crisis 
is recognised as perhaps the most severe and complex, in combination with the climate and 
pollution crisis. For many decades, society has responded to these crises by developing 
policies and legislation to reduce the threats and pressures that are associated with them. 
The 2019 EU Green Deal calls for a more radical response namely to transform the EU in a 
just and inclusive way into a fair and prosperous society. The EU Biodiversity Strategy for 
2030 (BDS2030) reinforces the need to take measures to address the main drivers of 
biodiversity loss. In this facilitated dialogue session, we will discuss how science policy 
interfaces can foster transformative change and what kind of new working methods are 
needed in this task? We will provide examples and experiences from BioAgora project which 
is developing the Science Service for Biodiversity to support the implementation of the 
Biodiversity Strategy. To ensure the transdisciplinary collaboration with scientists and 
decision makers, there is a need to develop new ways to collaborate in science policy 
interfaces to achieve the targets of the strategy. This work will be done in close collaboration 
with the Commission and the science community. This Science Service is the first thematic 
one and it anticipated that there will be other “science services” in the future for the other 
policy fields. The panel starts with a short presentation on BioAgora and continues with 
discussion with the panelists including 

- Johanna Kentala-Lehtonen, Science Advisor Sustainability, Finnish Prime minister’s
office

- Jessika Giraldi, Policy officer, General Environment of the European Commission

- Gregoire Dubois, European Commission, Joint Research Centre (JRC), Manager,
Knowledge Centre for Biodiversity of the European Commission

- Kaisa Korhonen-Kurki, Scientific Co-Coordinator of BioAgora, Finnish Environment
Institute

Moderator: Ben Delbaere 

Keywords: science policy interface, biodiversity, transformation
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

The Social Sciences on social transformations towards sustainability in 
higher education. (ID: 768) 

Chair(s):  
Müller, Barbara 
van Schaik, Saskia 

Presenter(s):  
Klaperski - van der Wal, Sandra 
Toth, Rozalia 
Bransen, Jan 
Müller, Barbara 
van Schaik, Saskia 

Description: 

One common definition of sustainability is care for life, more specifically care for all forms 
of life, human and non-human. However, caring for all forms of life brings about individual 
and ethical dilemmas, and care for human life might harm non-human life. Higher education 
institutions play a pivotal role when it comes to fostering sustainability in our society. 

To be able to handle these ethical dilemmas within society and support deliberate decisions, 
a transdisciplinary approach is highly needed. Thereby, the difficulty is to not only develop 
suitable policies but to guarantee that people are able to understand and evaluate these 
policies and adapt their behaviour if necessary. For too long, this individual level was 
neglected, falsely assuming that proper policy and the provision of information automatically 
lead to behaviour adaptation. However, numerous studies have highlighted problematic 
knowledge-action gaps for sustainable behaviors. So how can and should universities, as 
knowledge institutions help to overcome this gap? What kind of competences and 
transformational learning activities on an individual level are needed to achieve sustainable 
action? 

In this innovative session, we try to answer some of these questions. We will discuss how 
transdisciplinary collaborations can accelerate sustainability transformations and how 
Social Sciences can contribute with their focus on the micro-level of our society. From 
different disciplines, psychology, education, and communication, we will share our 
experiences on learning to care for life. Participants are invited to join us in this dialogue on 
how to reach that goal, and to literally leave institutional walls behind. After exchanging first 
ideas on building learning communities that focus on caring, we will take a walk outside, 
and engage in transformational learning activities. While exploring biodiversity on campus 
and participating in different transformational exercises, we will further reflect on how 
universities can promote care for all forms of life. 

Keywords: Social Sciences, Higher Education, Transformational Learning
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Co-creating novel nature-based governance : a coevolutionary perspective 
(ID: 769) 

Chair(s):  
Kluvankova, Tatiana 
Hiedanpää, Juha 

Presenter(s):  
Hardy, Claire 
Janssen, Marco 
Pataky, Gyorgy 
Herrmann-Pillath, Carsten 
Spacek, Martin 

Description: 

Good environmental governance in complex real-world decision-making implies integrating 
policy with diverse actors’ perceptions of means and objectives, enabling structures for 
mutual learning and cherishing trustful community development with scientific knowledge 
processes. Such a transdisciplinary approach is expected to lead to the cross-fertilisation 
of information and ideas between human and non-human actors towards improving  their 
well-being. Nature-based solutions (NBS) are arrangements or doings that co-benefit both 
particular human groups and their natural environment. As practices currently stand, NBS 
have not sufficiently managed to include local communities, especially the marginalized and 
vulnerable human groups and nonhuman actors as true beneficiaries of these solutions. HE 
project COEVOLVERS (“Coevolutionary approach to unlock the transformative potential of 
nature-based solutions for more inclusive and resilient communities”) offers a new view by 
critically assessing the socio-political-ecological contexts of NBS for more inclusive and 
resilient communities and sustainability transformation. Engaged with seven Living Labs 
representing different communities and challenges across Europe  session explores  co-
creation an original coevolutionary methodology with the use of digital tools as well as 
behavioural and art-based creative methods to boost transformational change through 
experimentation and social learning. 7 Living Labs (social hub in Scotland, wildfires in 
Catalonia, healing garden in Hungary,  digital cross border commons Czechia and Slovakia 
post-industrial site in Finland, multispecies community forest in Estonia and saline park in 
Sardinia. The ultimate goal is to theoretically and practically contribute to the societal 
change to address biodiversity and climate crises. This innovative session will bring together 
science and praxis partners  who will interactively discuss their experience with the co-
evolutionary and experimental approaches  to co-creation of novel environmental 
governance. Each panelist will prepare a short introductory presentation and/or 
demonstration of the co-creation approach which will be followed by moderated common 
discussion, along with  posters wall to represent Coevolvers living labs. 

Keywords: co-creation, coevolution, governance sustainability transformation.  digital and art 
based  tools, nature-based solutions.
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Stream(s): Justice and Allocation 
Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Green on green conflicts in energy transitions: a transdisciplinary 
roundtable (ID: 442) 

Chair(s):  
Joshi, Neelakshi 
Milchram, Christine
Joshi,Neelakshi 
Kleinschroth, Fritz 
Milchram, Christine 
Savvidou, Georgia 

Presenter(s):  
Warren, Charles 
Freund, Carla 
Walter, Viktor 
Kny, Josefa 
van Gemert, Richard 

Description: 

As the realisation of renewable energy projects has accelerated over the past years, their 
impact on local landscapes and biodiversity has also come into focus. These impacts have 
led to what are called green on green conflicts, with conservationists positioned against 
renewable energy planners and state institutions proposing renewable energy projects. A 
key-challenge for research on green on green conflicts is initiating a dialogue between the 
interest groups and understanding multiple perspectives on energy transitions.   

The objective of this innovative transdisciplinary roundtable is to bring together experts 
from research, energy planning and environment protection directly engaged with the 
issue to discuss and deliberate upon conflicts. The session is an opportunity to 
understand the potential and challenges of a transdisciplinary roundtable as a method 
for addressing conflicts embedded within the sustainability transformation processes. 

Format: A 2 hours hybrid roundtable discussion will be held as part of the ESG conference. 
We will open the discussion with a short introduction on green on green conflicts followed 
by a 5 minute impulse by the invited speakers. This will be followed by a 30 minutes 
discussion structured on how the initial impulses reinforce or challenge other speakers’, as 
well as the participants', perception of the conflict. In the final part of the session, we will 
present a case of green-green conflict and invite inputs from the speakers and the 
participants on developing potential pathways out of the conflict. We will wrap up the 
session by identifying priority areas and future directions for both research and practice. 

Outcomes: The session will produce insights into the multiple perspectives that drive green 
on green conflicts as well as test the capacities and limitations of transdisciplinary 
roundtables as means of advancing dialogue on energy transition conflicts. We aim to publish 
these as a perspective piece in the ESG journal. 

Keywords: Energy transitions, nature conservation, conflict, transdiciplinarity
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Stream(s): Anticipation and Imagination 

Earth Systems Law RPG: Justice applications in the Anthropocene (ID: 759) 

Chair(s):  
Simonelli, Andrea C. 

Presenter(s):  
Hurlbert, Margot 
Warner, Rosalind 
Cadman, Tim 

Description: 

Theorizing forward-looking legal principles in the Anthropocene is limited by the way these 
could be applied in practice- this is the challenge of Earth System Law (ESL). Earth-centered 
legal thinking challenges the long-held precedent on the subject of rights, enforcement of 
law, the appearance of damages, and the expression of restitution. Transformational law 
may necessitate adaptiveness in its implementation as a result of the anticipation and 
imagination needed to see non-human challenges and ripples of scale. This session seeks 
to move from theory to application by providing an interactive role-play as it applies to the 
legal challenges of the Anthropocene. It is the year 2065 and international law recognizes 
the rights of nature. Water and non-humans have the right to life, existence, and the natural 
progression of their lifespan and/or function. For water, this means it can freely flow through 
its’ phases without restriction and with the right to transit particulate, nutrients, and 
lifeforms. For non-humans, this means the unimpeded right to birth through maturity, in 
any and all of the locales that this may entail. The panelists will present two scenarios based 
on the aforementioned legal recognitions. These will be organized like a trial with the 
audience acting as a deliberative and/or mediative body. At the end of each role-play, the 
audience will decide the case evaluating the justice within this paradigm, competing values, 
and redress. These treatments will pit the intertwined systems of the planet against human 
economic systems. We invite the audience to participate by weighing the arguments 
presented relating to the enforcement of rights and impact of potential damages between 
ecosystem services and a threat, ultimately acting as Judges of the trial having the 
opportunity to ask questions and ultimately render a verdict; plaintiff versus defendant. 

Keywords: Earth System Law, anthropocene, imagination, justice, rights
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Stream(s): Anticipation and Imagination 

Earth Trusteeship Dialogue. Co-creating Eco-Peace. (ID: 766) 

Chair(s):  
van Willenswaard, Hans 
Gunasekera, Neshan 

Presenter(s):  
Bosselmann, Klaus 
Magalhaes, Paulo 
Gaillard, Emilie 
Ware, Alyn 
den Outer, Jessica 
Wijdekop, Femke 
Mentink, Henry 
Vlasto, John 
Roerink, Alide 
Dorkenoo, Kelly 
Persson, Joel 
Sai Kham, Sam 

Description: 

Right Livelihood College Bangkok and its partners actively participate in “open coalition 
networking” towards the UN Summit of the Future to be held in September 2024. 

Right Livelihood College Bangkok co-initiated the Earth Trusteeship Working Group (ETWG). 
The importance of Earth Trusteeship was anticipated by Right Livelihood Laureate Judge 
C.G. Weeramantry (1926-2017), Sri Lanka, Vice-President of the International Court of
Justice. Earth Trusteeship became a major issue constituting the advocacy of Right
Livelihood Laureates (57 signatories) and the World Future Council toward the UN Summit
of the Future.

ETWG undertakes transdisciplinary research on Earth Trusteeship. A platform where it is 
active is dialogue on the recommendation of UN Secr.- General Guterres in his Our Common 
Agenda to consider “repurposing the UN Trusteeship Council”. Trusteeship resonates with 
steward ownership and guardianship as modes of public as well as private ownership serving 
“the common good” rather than particular interests of corporations or sovereign states. The 
UN Trusteeship Council served in the process of states gaining full post-World War II and 
post-colonial independence until 1994. At present, the extra-territorial “global commons” 
(in particular the high seas) demand trusteeship governance in light of Rights of Nature and 
climate justice rather than governance for narrow commercial or security interests. 
Moreover, as an element of emerging public imagination the whole “Earth System” is 
increasingly experienced as a global commons to be governed by trusteeship for the 
wellbeing of future generations. In principle not replacing, but adding a transformative 
dimension to private and public property legal complexity. 

This sustainability transformation toward Eco-Peace requires transdisciplinary exchanges 
and action-research at three levels: 1. The paradigm or philosophical level 2. The level of 
building new institutions, including UN reform 3. The applied level, where prototypes of on-
the-ground new governance practices emerge. Like in ecosystem restoration and food 
system policy development. 

Keywords: Trusteeship, law and governance innovation, paradigm transformartion, action-
research
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Stream(s): Anticipation and Imagination 
Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Demystifying degrowth - Connecting research and practice (ID: 767) 

Chair(s):  
Alenda-Demoutiez, Juliette 
van Teijlingen, Karolien 

Presenter(s):  
Hendriksen, Paul 
Hulst, Natascha 
Dengerink, Just 
Pape, Sara 
Kaufmann, Maria 

Description: 

Even though many people are tentatively interested and charmed by the idea of degrowth 
(e.g., local production instead of global exploitative approaches; commons instead of a 
limited number of untouchable property owners, cooperation and solidarity instead of 
economic profit as the main goal, focus on environmental sustainability instead of extraction 
and pollution; a ‘good’ life), a common reaction is to intuitively think that ‘this is not realistic, 
it is not possible in practice’. This reaction leads people to discount degrowth or other post-
growth ideas as unfeasible utopias and stops them from genuinely engaging with them. By 
applying interactive and creative tools, the aim of this roundtable is to talk about several 
practical examples to demystify the prejudices and preconceptions people have about 
degrowth. We want to show that it is not only possible to implement degrowth ideas in 
practice, but that it is also much more common than one thinks.   

The roundtable discussion will consist of practitioners from different fields (ecovillages, land 
property movements, housing cooperatives, local currencies) that are applying degrowth 
ideas in practice. Together with the audience, we will identify commonly held 
preconceptions on degrowth and demystify (some of) them by sharing experiences from 
practice. The outcomes of this panel are threefold: (1) increase awareness for degrowth 
initiatives among academics and non-academics and address some of the common myths 
about degrowth (and its feasibility). To spread the word, a very practical outcome will be an 
artistic illustration (e.g., cartoon drawing) of common myths related to degrowth and how 
they can be demystified, which everyone can share in their network. (2) The session will also 
connect people working on degrowth in the Netherlands and exchange experiences on best 
practices and challenges, and finally (3) it will allow us to identify avenues for further 
collaboration between practitioners and academics. 

Keywords: Degrowth, practice, creative, interactive
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Stream(s): Adaptiveness and Reflexivity 
Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Struggles in connecting theory and practice: a townhall debate on 
dilemmas in creating societal impact (ID: 765) 

Chair(s):  
Notermans, Igno 

Presenter(s):  
de Pater, Mara 
Diercks, Gijs 

Description: 

Addressing the societal challenges of today requires transdisciplinary approaches and co-
production of knowledge for transformative change (Norström et al., 2020). Shifting the 
locus of knowledge production away from academia, it still plays an important role by 
researching what interventions are needed and how fundamental change can be set in 
motion, but more importantly by supporting societal actors in addressing these major 
sustainability challenges (Caniglia et al. 2021). 

How such sustainability knowledge feeds into societal processes of change and results in 
societal impact varies due to fundamental differences in the generation of knowledge 
between academia and other actors (Blythe et al. 2017). Much of the scholarly work on co-
creative interactions describe ideal-type contexts for these to take place: e.g., by convening 
stakeholders in an inclusive and ‘safe space’, or allowing for ‘triple loop learning’ between 
stakeholders. However, working in ‘real life’ societal transitions means one is often 
confronted with situations that divert from this ideal-type context, which sometimes 
presents dilemmas. 

In this innovative session, we aim to probe salient issues that surface when connecting 
scientific theory and sustainability practice. We will build on experiences from our work at 
the Dutch Research Institute for Transitions, where our advisory, education and research 
approach depart from the understanding that co-creation between science and societal 
actors is essential for the generation of societal impact (Hebinck et al. 2022). 

This session invites ESG participants to take part in a town hall-style debate on connecting 
theory and practice. This moderated debate is structured around anecdotes drawn from 
‘real life’ cases, used to illustrate dilemmas, such as ensuring inclusive participation; staying 
‘radical’ when interacting with the regime; and generating ‘simple solutions’ in a complex 
world. It will probe the cross-cutting questions that underly these dilemmas and discuss 
the balancing act that comes with connecting theory and practice. 

Keywords: Societal transitions; action research; societal impact; co-creation; inclusivity
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Stream(s): Democracy and Power 
Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Contributing to just transformative change with effective and legitimate 
transdisciplinary environmental science-policy interfaces? (ID: 760) 

Chair(s):  
Maas, Timo 
Schoolenberg, Machteld 
van den Berg, Arlette 

Presenter(s):
Chambers, Josephine
Rocco, Roberto
Diercks, Gijs

Description: 

Global calls for transformative change in the face of urgent sustainability challenges are 
growing increasingly loud across science, policy and society. Many of these calls point to 
the importance of mobilizing organizations and individuals at the science-policy 
interface towards enabling such change. Especially co-productive or transdisciplinary 
approaches are seen as promising (Wyborn et al. 2018; Chambers et al. 2021). Moreover, 
transformations are inherently political, and should be treated as such by 
researchers, practitioners and policymakers (Blythe et al. 2018; Scoones et al. 2020). For 
many researchers and science-policy organizations used to relegating this under the 
safety of their ‘independent status’ and ‘neutrality’, this creates the challenge of 
transforming their own way of working. PBL Netherlands Environmental Assessment 
Agency is one such an organization, as the Dutch national governmental research 
institute for environmental policy analysis. PBL conducts solicited and unsolicited 
research to contribute to the quality of political and administrative decision-making with 
outlook studies, analyses and evaluations. PBL’s department of Nature and Rural Areas is 
currently seeking to put the notion of justice and transformative change as one of the core 
boundary objects in its way of working, in recognition of the cruciality of this duality for 
successfully bending the curve. In this workshop, we would like to invite critical 
comments on our ongoing positioning, exchange lessons, and contribute to the wider praxis 
of science for transformative change. We think the ESG conference provides a unique 
opportunity to do this with a wide variety of participants, not just other researchers, but 
also with participants from policy and civil society. 

Keywords: science-policy interface, transformative change, justice
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Stream(s): Democracy and Power 
Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Transformations and Tensions in Food System Governance (ID: 776) 

Chair(s):  
Canfield, Matthew 
Duncan, Jessica 

Presenter(s):  
Canfield, Matthew 
Duncan, Jessica 
Claeys, Priscilla 
van den Berg, Leonardo 
Hegger, Els 

Description: 

Over the past decade, the concept of “food systems governance” has gained greater traction 
as civil society, governments, international institutions, and researchers increasingly 
understand the need to holistically address the public health, climate, and economic 
dimensions of food. In 2021, this culminated with a Global Food Systems Summit organized 
by the UN Secretary General. Yet the Summit also revealed competing interests, epistemic 
commitments and visions of global governance that significantly threaten the prospects of 
building effective and democratic governance of global food systems. As a result, many civil 
society organizations and indigenous peoples’ movements boycotted or threatened to 
withdraw their participation from the Food Systems Summit. Moreover, in the wake of the 
Summit, global geopolitical conflict grew more intense. In late 2022, this global geopolitical 
fracturing led to the failure to effectively address food systems in the context of the 
convergence of crises caused by the climate, COVID-19, and the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

This transdisciplinary roundtable asks: What are the possibilities, transformations, and 
limitations in constructing effective food systems governance in the current moment and 
beyond? Participants (including representatives of movements, NGOs, and academics) will 
reflect on their research and engagement across different arenas of global and regional 
governance and issue areas—from agroecology to digitalization—to consider this question. 
An outcome of this roundtable could be a research agenda for a Food Systems Governance 
Group within Earth Systems Governance. 

Keywords: food security, food systems, governance, human rights, agroecology
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Stream(s): Democracy and Power 
Justice and Allocation  

Roundtable on Institutionalising Multispecies and Planetary Justice (ID: 
781) 

Chair(s):  
Schlosberg, David 

Presenter(s):  
Burke, Anthony 
Celermajer, Danielle 
Fishel, Stefanie 
Muller, Tobias 
Inoue, Cristina 
Kalfagianni, Agni 
Pedersen, Stefan 

Description: 

Fundamental to the models of growth and progress assumed in hegemonic western legal, 
economic, and political systems isan extractive relationship with other animals, forests, 
rivers, oceans and soils, or what we might collectively call ‘the more-than-human’. Now, 
however, climate change, deforestation, river and ocean toxicity, soil depletion, pandemics, 
biodiversityloss, and the emergent and intensifying crises of food, energy, clean water, 
disasters, and subsequent refugee flows andpolitical conflict combine to make clear that 
the normalized extractive relationship between humans and beings other than humans 
generates highly negative outcomes for both. 

This current convergence of environmental, social, political, and cultural crises, or the 
polycrisis, clearly illustrates that forms ofsocial and political organisation that assume the 
promotion of human good or development at the cost of the more-than-human world result 
in the erosion of the conditions of all life. A transformative approach to governing the 
polycrisis mustaddress the foundational and pathological failure to appreciate the 
entanglement of human and more-than-human worlds. 

A transformation of the institutions that encode and operationalise human exceptionalism, 
and that render the more-than-human as exploitable resource, is required. Such 
transformative governance requires fundamental systemic change. First,beings other than 
humans must count as subjects of justice. Second, decision making must be informed by an 
understandingof the fundamentally relational nature of human and more-than-human 
interests; this requires a shift in the practices of representation to include the more-than-
human. 

This roundtable will be an open discussion amongst scholars who have been working on 
various aspects of planetary justice, multispecies justice, and models of more representative 
and ecological democracy. It will focus on the relationship across these concepts, with an 
eye toward the design of governance institutions fit for both the polycrisis and the necessity 
of institutions and practices that include planetary and multispecies subjects. 

Keywords: planetary justice, multispecies justice
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Protecting global peatlands: phasing out the use of peat in growing media 
and as soil improver. (ID: 774) 

Chair(s):  
Smeulders, Marjan 
Gramlich, Philipp 

Presenter(s):  
Fritz, Christian 
Gramlich, Philipp 
Moll, Folkert 

Description: 

Peatlands are wetlands and are important global carbon sinks. They therefore play an 
important part in reduction of CO2 levels in the atmosphere. Peatlands are threatened by 
drainage for agriculture and by peat extraction for use as fuel, but also for use as growing 
media and soil improver in horticulture: our vegetables are grown on fossil peat and our 
flowers are grown on peat-based substrates. When drained and extracted, peat is 
decomposed and adds to CO2 emissions. 

In recent years, several European countries have passed legislation in order to reduce or 
phase out the use of peat in horticulture. In Switzerland, the use of peat in the private sector 
was reduced to <5% by 2020, and the professional sector will follow suit by 2030. In England, 
Ireland, Germany and Belgium, national reduction plans have been announced. In The 
Netherlands, a peat reduction plan was signed in November 2022, by the growing media 
industry and the NGO Stichting Turfvrij. 

Producing non-fossil horticultural substrates on peatlands has become popular amongst 
farmers aiming for zero emission food production and soil management. Paludiculture is the 
use of wet and rewetted peatlands by growing and harvesting flood resistant crops and 
plants. Growing peat mosses, for example, combines sustainable biomass production, water 
storage and unique biodiversity. The mosses even consume methane from the soil and the 
atmosphere, thereby further improving the climate footprint of peatmoss paludiculture. 

In this session, we will explore how science can aid the transition to peat free growing media. 
What knowledge is present already and what is missing for the industry to take the 
necessary steps? In addition, we aim to gather those involved with covenants / legislation 
within Europe, to share experiences and best practice. 

Keywords: natural resource management, peat, covenant, horticulture
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

A Sustainability Manifesto for Higher Education (ID: 782) 

Chair(s):  
Lauche, Kristina 
Calo, Adam 

Presenter(s):  
Herberg, Jeremias 
Debant, Mathéa 
Mondovi, Tomasso 
Davidson, Marc 

Description: 

While some argue that sustainability is a concept worthy of rescuing the planet from its 
problems, sustainability itself is in need of rescuing. Sustainability thinking has motivated 
action in the climate and environment remain, but there is an equal din that critiques the 
vision of sustainability as weak, inconsistent, harmful, and ultimately futile. While this 
debate remains to be resolved, many academic institutions have embraced sustainability as 
central to education, research, and internal management. Radboud University, for example, 
prepares to launch a new masters in Sustainability Science, will hire a Professor of Enduring 
Behavior Change for Sustainability, and has instituted the inclusion of sustainability across 
all curriculum. The danger of mainstreaming sustainability into the core mission of research 
and teaching is that is serves as an inadequate stand-in for the realm of contested values 
that higher education could or should pursue. Critics warn that a generation of research and 
education devoted to an empty concept only risks to further the status quo. If sustainability 
is to become a positive transformative force, we desperately need a set of epistemological 
and practical foundations worthy of making sustainability capable of the task it aims to 
accomplish. In this session we discuss the publication of the Sustainability Manifesto for 
Higher Education, authored by a collective of Radboud researchers and students. We 
highlight voices from the Manifesto’s author collective paired with a response from the 
academic community. The Manifesto has direct implications for the direction of research 
and education at Radboud University, an institution branding itself with sustainability. It also 
provokes a discussion of how the larger academic community navigates the unsteady yet 
needed terrain of sustainability thinking. The stakes are too high to allow the concept of 
sustainability to be deployed so casually without critical reflection on what such a 
commitment truly invokes. 

Keywords: sustainability thinking, sustainability transformations, emancipatory pedagogy, 
student voices, manifesto, university praxis
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

When people are speaking back. Evening dialogues about collaborative 
research in transition regions (ID: 786) 

Chair(s):  
Herberg, Jeremias 
Horn, Annemarie 

Presenter(s):  
Aarts, Noelle 
von Schneidemesser, Dirk 
Kamlage, Jan-Hendrik 
Morán, Azucena 
Rossée, Carlina 

Description: 

This series stages an unusual dialogue that shapes the daily life of many, but is rarely 
discussed in academic settings: The dialogue between people that have a practical stake in 
regional sustainability transitions, on the one hand, and scholars that seek to engage by 
means of collective research on the other. Often it is in the peripheries of power and in 
between institutions that experimental forms of collaboration take root. Particularly in local 
settings that turn away from non-sustainable industries, boundary-spanning communication 
can unravel unexpected routes of action.  

What is the experience of practitioners involved in collaborative research? How do they look 
at academic people and institutions that seek to support the “transformation” of their 
region? How do local settings connect and disconnect to the ideas and practices of engaged 
academics? Which forms of local knowledge and learning are supported, which are lost or 
overshadowed in the process?  

We want the audience to listen to transdisciplinary teams, while focusing on the 
practitioner’s perspective. The following groups are invited to speak: 

Transforming the Dutch countryside: real-world living labs discussed by farmers in the 
Ooijpolder and Noelle Aarts (transformation researcher in Gelderland) 

Transforming Berlin: Urban mobility policy and activism discussed by Dirk von 
Schneidemesser (Research Institute for Sustainability, Potsdam) and Immo Janssen, 
“Anlauf- & Koordinationsstelle öffentliche Räume” (AKöR) 

Transforming German coal regions: Science-society collaboration discussed by Antje 
Grothus (Green party representative in the Northrhine-Westphalian parliament and local 
activist in the Rhenish lignite district), Jan-Hendrik Kamlage (transformation researcher in 
Rhineland), and Jeremias Herberg (transformation researcher in Lusatia) 

Transforming planetary communities: The Anthropocene Commons & the mississippi journey 
discussed by John Kim (activist, artist and research in Minneapolis)and Carlina Rossée 
(“Haus der Kulturen der Welt”) 

discussant to freely comment on what was (not) said: John Gaventa (Institute of 
Development Studies, University of Sussex) 

Keywords: Practicioners, collaboration, activism, transdisciplinarity, the role of science, 
transition regions
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Action-oriented knowledge for making inter- and transdisciplinary 
integration happen in practice (ID: 788) 

Chair(s):  
Deutsch, Lisa 
Hoffmann, Sabine 

Presenter(s):  
Deutsch, Lisa 
Dettwiler, Donata 
Hoffmann, Sabine 

Description: 

Integration is both the core feature and key challenge of inter- and transdisciplinary (ITD) 
research (Hoffmann et al., 2017). It can be defined as a multidimensional interactive process 
during which previously unrelated perspectives and expertise become connected with each 
other (cognitive dimension), different expectations and working routines by team members 
are accommodated (social dimension) and a respectful atmosphere for learning and 
collaborating is created (emotional dimension) (Pohl et al 2021, Boix-Mansilla et al 2016). 
Despite the promising potential of ITD integration for addressing complex societal problems, 
such as those concerning the ESG research agenda, it is inherently challenging to make 
integration work in practice. Leaders and members of ITD initiatives face manifold 
challenges arising from different structural levels such as team dynamics, as well as from 
the incentive system in place at the institutional level. This innovative session provides a 
space for exploring strategies and sharing lessons learned for dealing with those challenges 
among conference participants. It will be held in a workshop format, starting with a short 
input by the chairs on the challenges of ITD integration and the role of current conditions in 
place (max. 15min), followed by discussions in groups by applying a reversal technique 
(45min): 

What conditions need to be in place at the individual, team, project/program and 
institutional level for making sure that ITD integration fails in practice? 

What actions can you (and your colleagues) take in your (research) group, department, or 
institution for creating more favorable conditions to ITD integration? 

The session will be wrapped up by sharing key insights from the group work in the plenary 
(15min) and rounding it up by presenting ways forward from the literature (15min). To allow 
for productive interactions, we propose to limit the number of workshop participants to 30 
people. The total duration of the workshop is 90 minutes. 

Keywords: Interdisciplinary, Transdisciplinary, Integration, Action
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Future Food Systems: how to accelerate transition to a sustainable food 
system in the Netherlands (ID: 789) 

Chair(s):  
Praasterink, Frederike 
Hahn, Michelle 

Presenter(s):  
Praasterink, Frederike 

Description: 

Under the Dutch Scientific Agenda (NWA) a transdisciplinary consortium, consisting of both 
scientific partners from differerent disciplines and partners from the professional field, 
works towards an accelaration agenda for transition to a sustainable food system in the 
Netherlands. One of the outputs of the consortium is a vision of a future, sustainable food 
system and a number of governance arrangements that would lead to this future food 
system. Aspects of the vision include nature-positive agriculture, more plant-based diets, 
shifting financial flows towards incentivizing sustainable practices, governance 
arrangements to include civil society movements and marginalized groups, and rights of 
nature and animals. 

In this innovative co-creation session, the consortium aims to validate the image of a future 
food system with the participants and co-develop a number of governance arrangements 
that would lead towards this sustainable food system in the Netherlands. 

Keywords: Food systems, foresight study, sustainability transition, transdisciplinarity
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

European Union's Regulation on Deforestation-free Supply Chains: Green 
Protectionism or Paving Way for Global Decarbonization Pathways (ID: 792) 

Chair(s):  
Bruyninckx, Hans 
Cashore, Ben 

Presenter(s):  
Winkel, Georg 
Sotirov, Metodi 
Wunder, Sven 
McDermott, Constance L. 
Tekle, Yitagesu 

Description: 

For over three decades now the European Union and its member states have helped develop, 
promote, and in some cases administer, a range of global policy interventions for reducing 
tropical deforestation. From promoting eco-labelling initiatives such as the Forest 
Stewardship Council, to participating in criteria and indicators for sustainable management 
following the Rio Earth Summit to subsequent efforts on forest legality compliance, the EU 
has played a key role in global efforts to develop sophisticated market mechanisms with 
which to help maintain, conserve, and restore tropical forest ecosystems. 

The purpose of this dialogue is to generate thinking about the potential challenges and 
opportunities behind the EU’s latest attempt: this time centring around the specific task of 
fostering “deforestation free” supply chains known as the “European Union’s no 
deforestation regulation”. This effort is both narrower, but also in many ways bolder, than 
its emphasis on “voluntary partnership agreements” as a means to foster and reinforce, 
domestic forest sustainability initiatives. 

What do we make of this latest effort from the EU? Is it destined to become yet another 
policy tool demarked by the “policy creation euphoria, implementation depression” phase of 
global environmental governance? Or, will it best seen as part of a “green protectionism” 
that, as highlighted by EU-US debates over domestic green subsidies, has spurred a range 
of cross border adjustment mechanisms that target production and responsibilities beyond 
national and regional borders. Or might it be designed to help foster and accelerate what 
are now a flurry of decarbonization efforts taking place at multiple scales? 

This panel seek to bring together ESG network scholars to explore these questions and 
generate a dialogue on how to engage in, and think about, policy calibration and settings in 
the EU context that might foster, rather than detract from, just transitions and tropical 
forest conservation. 

Keywords: EU no deforestation regulation, decarbonization pathways, tropical forest 
conservation
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

How Can ESG Research Contribute to Transformative Change for Climate & 
Biodiversity? (ID: 205) 

Chair(s):  
Bulkeley, Harriet 
Turnhout, Esther 

Presenter(s):  
Betsill, Michele 
VanDeveer, Stacy 

Description: 

The past five years have witnessed growing calls across climate and biodiversity research 
and policy communities for transformative change. Yet despite an apparent consensus about 
the need for transformative change to address the intersecting crises of global inequality, 
biodiversity loss, and climate change, what transformative change is, how it can be realised, 
and how we might evaluate its impacts and consequences remains elusive. Various 
perspectives focus on changes in systems, political or economic structures, or processes of 
decision-making, and across the climate and biodiversity domains there are differences in 
the extent to which justice and equity are prioritised, the direct or indirect drivers of change 
are in focus, or the extent of technocratic approaches which focus on specific outcomes in 
terms of tonnes or carbon or hectares of biodiversity saved. These different 
conceptualizations of transformation matter deeply since they affect what mechanisms, 
policies and options for action are advanced and recognised as legitimate. Ultimately, what 
is at stake is the question of whether transformative change will end up catalzying deep and 
positive change, or as a red herring that reproduces the status quo. 

This innovative session brings together researchers from across the ESG community working 
on transformative change in relation to climate change and/or biodiversity with practitioners 
and policy-makers who are seeking to pin-down the concept of transformative change and 
put it into action. After a set of short provocations (two from researchers, two from 
policy/practice) we will break into round-table discussions to interrogate a series of 
questions and statements about transformative change drawn from policy, practice and 
research with the ambition of producing a map of the sphere of research/action on 
transformative change and emerging gaps and challenges that need to be collectively 
addressed. 

Keywords: transformative change, justice, climate change, biodiversity, transdisciplinarit
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Stream(s): Anticipation and Imagination 
Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Exploring “Planetary Health” in the Context of Earth System Governance 
(ID: 758) 

Chair(s):  
Bowen, Kathryn 
Workman, Annabelle 

Presenter(s):  
Ebikeme, Charles 
Friel, Sharon 
Warner, Rosalind 
Boateng, Godfred 
San Martim Portes, Alexandre 
Carlin, Scott 

Description: 

This innovative session will bring together researchers, policy makers and practitioners 
interested in the concept of “planetary health” for a roundtable/workshop to discuss the 
diverse definitions of “planetary health” and what the evolution of the concept means in the 
context of the Earth System Governance project. Discussions from the roundtable will feed 
into the research agenda of the ESG Working Group on Planetary Health Justice. 

The workshop will be designed to facilitate: 

discussion on how planetary health synergises and differentiates itself from other concepts 
such as One Health; 

agreement on the parameters of a working definition of “planetary health” for the purpose 
of advancing discourse around environmental, human and animal health in the Earth System 
Governance project; 

meaningful knowledge exchange on existing evidence and application through presentations 
from select researchers, policy makers and practitioners in attendance; and 

knowledge gap identification through brainstorming and workshopping with participants. 

The session is intended to extend conversations within the community that have begun and 
will progress in 2023 through a special issue (currently being proposed and developed in 
consultation with ESG journal co-editors). 

Keywords: planetary health, equity, justice 
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Stream(s): Anticipation and Imagination 
Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Pathway Mural: Designing sustainability experiments (ID: 778) 

Chair(s): 
DiBella, Jose 

Presenter(s): 
DiBella, Jose 
Burch, Sarah 

Description: 

This session will engage participants in a deeply interactive capacity-building methodology 
to co-produce sustainability and disaster risk reduction experiments. The foundation of the 
method draws on empirical resarch - over 30 case studies and 100 sustainability practices 
in 6 countries - that mapped the unique and emergent unfolding of successful sustainability 
practices in organizations. This approach has been used to both better understand the 
trajectory an organization has followed as well to craft a forward-looking implementation 
strategy for the future. 

https://transformcities.ca/case_study/ 

The mural approach enables participants to: 

identify and visualize specifc sustainability-oriented actions (both social and technical); 

co-create the sequence of actions that lead to effective implementation; 

reveal opportunities for potential amplification of the impact of the experiment; 

map the ecosystem of actors within which the experiment is nested; and 

develop collective strategies to better govern multi-actor sustainability transformations. 

In this session we will present the transdisciplinary methodology, illustrate how it is being 
used by teams currently implementing experiments (particularly in Latin America and 
Canada) and work with session participants' ideas to generate unique murals. Ultimately, we 
seek to reflect on the mural and enrich its design through a multidisciplinary collaboration. 

Keywords: experiment, design, method, sustainability, co-production
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Stream(s): Anticipation and Imagination 
Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Deep Time Walk: From Theia To The Anthropocene (ID: 780) 

Chair(s):  
Karssenberg, Maria Elisabeth 

Presenter(s):  
Hissink Muller, Emma 
Hamer, Dennis 
van Meurs, Boris 
Karssenberg, Maria Elisabeth 

Description: 

We present our interactive walk through 4.6 billion years of Earth history: a journey from 
Earth’s wild beginnings to the Anthropocene, originally developed by ecologist Stephan 
Harding and playwright Peter Oswald. Each meter represents one million years, and by the 
time you reach the present your perception of Earth’s history and humanity’s place in it will 
have changed forever. 

The aims of this innovative session are to imagine the vastness of deep time and to 
encounter the planet as more than a mere stage upon which humans perform their play. We 
contribute to these aims by having an interdisciplinary dialogue with the participants whilst 
(literally) walking through the key moments of Earth’s history. In order to deal with present-
day challenges of sustainable transformations, one has to transgress disciplinary and 
imaginative boundaries. One way of finding new paths forward is to retell our story not 
starting with ourselves, but with the Earth.  

We propose four parallel walks, each guided by an ARCHAIC (Anthropocene Research 
Collective for Human-Animal and Interspecies Collaborations) member. The walks are 
divided into three ‘chapters’: (1) Oxygen, (2) Organisms, and (3) The Recognisable World. Each 
‘chapter’ consists of a narrative based on key moments in Earth history,  and we will open 
up the session for questions like: what is the relevance of Earth history and Deep Time for 
your own field of research? Do you think the perspective of the Earth naturalizes social or 
cultural studies or that current understandings of the Earth need a social perspective? 

What role do humans play within this awfully complex Earth System? Should we understand 
humans as organisms or political or technological beings, which frames do you find 
important, what are its pros and cons?  

And, perhaps the most important question, what will happen during our next step into the 
future? 

Keywords: deep time, earth history, interactive walk, imagining, interdisciplinary
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Stream(s): Anticipation and Imagination 
Adaptiveness and Reflexivity  

The Mental Infrastructures of Post-Growth: Learning about and from 
experiences in Doing Change (ID: 793) 

Chair(s):  
Schimpf, Lara Melissa 
Reinermann, Julia-Lena 

Presenter(s):  
Bogner, Kristina 

Description: 

Societies in the Global North must radically transform their material infrastructures to limit 
the effects they have on the intensification of multiple social-ecological crises such as 
climate change or biodiversity loss. Nonetheless this recognition alone has so far hardly led 
to changes in social lifestyles - as can for instance be seen in ever increasing CO2 emissions. 
This can be traced back to persistent ‘mental infrastructures’ of growth which we need to 
understand to govern the transformation of material infrastructures. Following debates on 
post-growth and justice in transitions the main question lies in the “how” of change. 
Fortunately, many post-growth initiatives worldwide are already developing answers by 
“doing change” and are in the process already transforming mental infrastructures in 
themselves and those who they affect. However due to the underestimation of social 
innovations, research on mental infrastructures and related concepts, such as mental 
models or worldviews, is currently insufficient. 

In our innovative session we will therefore engage with change makers from the Global North 
to better understand the relation between their mental infrastructures and their 
engagement in post-growth initiatives. For this, we invited 10 different social innovation 
initiatives, including Sinneswandel Podcast, Foodsharing Austria and Acker e.V., Voice of 
Nature Kinstitute, SoLocal Energy, Prinzessinnengärten Berlin. Further we aim to understand 
which role their affective dispositions towards (post-)growth play in the process. What 
methods or processes do they use to change their “fossil mentalities”? How do they feel in 
relation to their acts of change? And to what extent do they think their experiences can be 
made accessible to other people? 

To become aware of these mental infrastructures and to pursue the questions posed, we 
believe that different methods are needed, which we want to work with in preparation for 
this session, but also in the session itself and afterwards. 

Keywords: Fossil mentalities, Mental Infrastructures, Post-Growth, Social Innovation, Global 
North
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Stream(s): Adaptiveness and Reflexivity 
Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

The ties that bind: World Café on youth engagement as a driving force for 
community-based healing in times of environmental and social shocks (ID: 
773) 

Chair(s):  
Canan Sokullu, Ebru 
Boran, Idil 

Presenter(s):  
Çalım, Aslı 
Doğan, Dize 
Savran, Ozan 
Bektaş, Dilara 

Description: 

Decision makers have a responsibility to make the right choices and take effective action in 
times of crisis. Environmental and social shocks affect hundreds of thousands of people 
worldwide. As a driving force, youth leaders have a critical role in decision-making across 
social, environmental, economic, and political issues. An innovative session designed in a 
world café format can facilitate a discussion on how decision-makers can benefit from the 
perspectives and potential of young community leaders. 

This Youth-led and output-oriented World Café aims to co-create an inclusive environment 
to take a deep dive into difficult situations that challenge community ties, solidarity, social 
justice and collective healing in times of extreme environmental and social crises. The CIFAL 
Istanbul Youth Platform team at Bahçeşehir University, in partnership with York University 
(Canada), will lead a transdisciplinary and intergenerational exchange of ideas bringing their 
experiences in community-based healing following the massive earthquake that struck 
Türkiye and Syria in February 2023. Informed by transdisciplinary social-science 
perspectives, the session will probe the limits of mainstream governance approaches in 
situations of sudden environmental and social disruption, in search of creativity and 
experimentation to foster community-building and healing. Through structured but open-
ended discussions, participants will identify best practices to overcome social divisions, and 
promote solidarity, social cohesion, accountability, resilience, inclusion, and social justice, 
among other concepts that lie at the core of environmental and social governance 
approaches to sustainable development.  

The World Café format allows for idea-driven, guided discussions in small groups. It will 
contribute to, and amplify, the early-career activities and South-South dialogues at the 
conference, while promoting networking. The session will lead to a prototype replicable in 
different settings aligned with the themes of Earth System Governance, such as climate 
extremes and disasters, forced migration etc. The session will support a collaborative 
Podcast project as an output. 

Keywords: Environmental crises, social crises, youth movement, resilience, social justice
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Stream(s): Architecture and Agency 
Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Innovative partnership approaches in international climate cooperation: 
building bridges between global imperatives and national needs? (ID: 784) 

Chair(s):  
Bauer, Steffen 
Feist, Marian 

Presenter(s):  
Mbeva, Kennedy Liti 
Malerba, Daniele 
Chevallier, Romy 

Description: 

Multilateral climate governance is clearly not on track to avoid dangerous climate change. 
Hopes of revitalised climate action in the wake of the Glasgow Climate Pact adopted at 
UNFCCC’s COP26 in 2021 have since been undercut by the stagnation reflected in the 
outcomes of COP27 in Sharm El-Sheikh in 2022 and amidst geopolitical turbulences and 
multiple crises. Against this backdrop, a turn towards distinct partnership approaches seeks 
to build new momentum in international climate cooperation and to advance just transition 
pathways in a host of developing countries. Indeed, bi- and plurilateral partnerships are 
mushrooming as seemingly promising complements to get things moving. Still, realising the 
potential of such partnerships is obviously challenging. Failing to deliver risks exacerbating 
the lack of trust in international cooperation and undermining ownership. Instead, 
partnerships need to demonstrate that they can be instrumental in mobilising 
commensurate political, financial, and technical resources that will be expedient to building 
bridges between global imperatives and national and societal needs. Zooming in on distinct 
country cases, the session will follow an interactive roundtable format to scrutinize the 
promise of various climate cooperation partnerships and their potential to yield substantive 
results on the ground. The discussion will thus confront the global imperatives of climate 
cooperation with a reality check informed by national perspectives and expertise. It will be 
structured by core questions addressing inter alia: Which norms and rationales underpin the 
various partnership approaches? How may they actually contribute to governing 
transformative change at country level? What are the implications of the current geopolitical 
context for the implementation of established and prospective climate cooperation 
partnerships? Presented partnership and country cases will include bilateral climate and 
development partnerships between Germany and Kenya and Germany and Pakistan 
respectively as well as plurilateral Just Energy Transitions Partnerships with South Africa 
and Indonesia. 

Keywords: international climate cooperation, partnerships, just transition, global climate 
governance
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Stream(s): Democracy and Power 
Anticipation and Imagination  

Shared Walks for Climate Change (ID: 794) 

Chair(s):  
Mert, Aysem 
Ertürk, Eylem 

Presenter(s):  
Hanush, Frederic 
Tschersich, Julia 

Description: 

This innovative session is at once a participatory method and a form of embodied democratic 
practice that connects everyday lifeworlds and physical surroundings to larger questions of 
how to cope with planetary transformations. Our question is: How can we walk with others 
as climate change radically transforms life-as-we-know-it? The emotional and physical loss 
suffered due to climate change can be overwhelming and debilitating. Shared Walks/Climate 
Change Edition explores how embodied experience can turn into reflection and awareness, 
and how this can, in turn, enable agency and action. 

Shared Walks is an initiative that opens a playful space for the exploration of the 
environment and others by walking. Based on this artistic/urban/participatory methodology, 
Shared Walks/Climate Change Edition was developed as an experimental contribution to 
respond to the climate emergency, trace its influences on the human psyche and the more-
than-human environment. Participants walk in pairs, collect and share observations, 
impressions, thoughts, feelings, memories, stories, associations, mapping their surroundings. 
Participants are provided with a set of cards with different walking prompts, proposing minor 
changes in how they normally walk. This paves the way for an appropriation of places in 
which we live/work/walk, connect with others and trigger self-awareness on the traces of 
climate emergency, the emotions emerging from our experiences of it (e.g. anger, resolve, 
anxiety, grief), potential actions (ranging from collecting and maintaining memories to 
solidarity and passionate political action). By walking in pairs around Toronto, in accordance 
with the challenges and questions proposed by the cards, participants will investigate the 
emotional and physical traces of climate change, and explore the ways in which we can 
understand and act on it in a reflection session. 

Introduction (Meeting Point, TBA): 15 min / Walk (Outdoors): 60 min 

Break: 15 min 

Reflection Session (Indoors): 75 min 

The session is open to all conference participants. No registration is necessary. 

Keywords: Climate futures, walking-as-method, democracy, anticipation
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Stream(s): Democracy and Power 
Other  

Building collective capability for sustainable transformative change – 
Roundtable on practical experiences with a transdisciplinary learning 
approach to sustainability transitions in neighborhoods and communities 
(ID: 804) 

Chair(s): 
Jansen, Erik 

Presenter(s):  
Van Landsbergen, Karin 
Visser, Gideon 
Dortmans, Koen 
Coen, Maurice 
Hoogenbosch, Patrick 
Kemper, Wendy 

Description: 

Sustainability transformations require citizen participation for at least three reasons. First, 
it leads to more involvement of the general public with sustainability issues and transitions 
and thereby enhances effectiveness of the interventions applied. Second, it taps into the 
collective creative potential in determining interventions and strategies. Third, there is 
growing insight that it is morally right to include people in matters of their concern, and an 
inclusive approach enhances recognition and procedural justice. 

In The Netherlands there is growing involvement of citizen initiatives on sustainability issues 
in neighborhood and smaller communities. Although policy makers and civil servants 
generally embrace such initiatives in theory, in practice these are met with less enthusiasm 
and sometimes even reluctance, as the innovative nature of citizen initiatives often also 
challenges existing power structures, norms and routines. As a result, relational tensions, 
role confusions and governance issues arise that can severely hamper progress in local 
sustainability transitions. A potential strategy to move these processes forward is to adopt 
a collaborative approach, in which local stakeholders gradually enhance their collective 
capability for sustainable change in a joint learning process. 

At HAN University of Applied Sciences in Nijmegen (NL) we are working with learning 
approaches in transdisciplinary collaborative projects focusing on sustainability transitions 
in neighborhoods and smaller communities. In this roundtable we will gather participants 
from several such projects in the Nijmegen-Arnhem region to share their experiences. To 
practice what we preach, the roundtable takes the form of an interactive learning session 
in which participants and session attendees will jointly reflect on and deliberate the 
opportunities and problems in building local transformative change towards more 
sustainable neighborhoods and communities. 

Keywords: learning approach, transdisciplinary, community, citizen initiatives, citizen 
participation
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

The opportunities and pitfalls of value-oriented transformative governance 
for biodiversity (ID: 796) 

Chair(s):  
Nel, Jeanne Lindsay 

Presenter(s):  
Karlsson-Vinkhuyzen, Sylvia 
van Dam, Rosalie 
Alpizar, Francisco 
Korhonen-Kurki, Kaisa 

Description: 

Bending the curve of biodiversity loss requires transformative changes to societies and 
economies. Catalysing such transformative changes requires addressing the underlying 
drivers that cause biodiversity loss, including structural factors such as policies, institutions 
(i.e., social conventions, norms and rules), and strong vested interests. These structural 
factors reflect and legitimise certain values and knowledge systems, which maintain 
unsustainable practices and behaviours in society. What are the values that lock in 
unsustainable practices and behaviours? How can these values be shifted and governed 
towards more equitable and just transformative pathways to sustainability? And how to 
engage with potential ethical dilemmas raised by governance deliberately aiming to change 
values? 

This innovative session explores transdisciplinary perspectives on how researchers can 
better engage with and understand processes of value-oriented governance. The session 
takes the form of a fishbowl dialogue, allowing exchange between listeners in an ‘outer 
circle’, and a smaller group of speakers in the ‘inner circle’. Four speakers will provide five 
minute inspirations/provocations from their own disciplinary perspective. They are drawn 
from a set of 11 Horizon Europe projects, launched 2022-2023 to support research on 
‘enabling transformative change’ in relation to biodiversity and climate change. The session 
ends with a de-briefing to synthesise commonalities and differences that will be discussed 
further in European Commission organized events that bring together the set of Horizon 
Europe projects. 

Proposed format: 10 min opening; 60 min fishbowl (4 speaker inspirations interspersed 
among participant speakers), 20 min synthesis. 

Chair: Jeanne Nel 

Rosalie van Dam, Coordinator – Understanding power structures in value-oriented 
governance (BioTraCes) 

Sylvia Karlsson-Vinkhuyzen – Governing through and for relational values of nature 
(Transpath) 

Francisco Alpizar – Economic insights for value-oriented governance (Transpath) 

Kaisa Korhonen-Kurki– enabling learning across science, policy and society interfaces 
(BioAgora) 

Keywords: values, biodiversity, power, transformations, relational
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Engaging with ESG publications: Research dissemination and community 
building (ID: 802) 

Chair(s): 
Gupta, Aarti 

Presenter(s):  
Mason, Michael 
Biermann, Frank 
Kim, Rakhyun 
Zelli, Fariborz 
Jayaram, Dhanasree 
VanDeveer, Stacy 
Kashwan, Prakash 
Hoffmann, Matthew 
Bernstein, Steven 
Senit, Carole-Anne 
Gupta, Joyeeta 
Gupta, Aarti 

Description:  

This innovative session has three aims: 

First, an interactive exchange of information between the ESG community and editors of 
four flagship ESG publication outlets: 

The Earth System Governance Book Series, MIT Press 

The ESG Harvesting Series, Cambridge University Press 

Cambridge Elements in Earth System Governance, Cambridge University Press 

The Earth System Governance Journal 

Second, a collective brainstorming with the ESG community about how ESG publication 
outlets can provide a platform for community building and novel collaborations, and be 
leveraged to further promote interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research. 

Third, a dialogue with journal editors to discuss challenges, experiences and best practices 
relating to publishing research, particularly targeting early career researchers 

To achieve these three aims, the session is designed as follows: 

(a) A panel with editors and associate editors of ESG flagship publications to provide
updated information about nature and diversity of these outlets, with audience Q&A (30
minutes).

Moderator: Michael Mason 

Panel participants:  

Frank Biermann (MIT ESG Series) 

Rakhyun Kim (Cambridge University ESG Harvesting Series) 

Aarti Gupta (Cambridge Elements in Earth System Governance) 

Fariborz Zelli (ESG Journal) 
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

(b) An audience generated bottom-up brainstorming and gathering of ideas on how to
leverage these ESG publication outlets to further strengthen our community and provide a
platform for interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research (20 minutes)

Moderators: Frank Biermann and Dhanasree Jayaram 

(c) A panel with journal editors to discuss challenges encountered in publishing (choice of
outlets, dissemination, publication practices and cultures, other issues) (40 minutes)

Moderator: Stacy VanDeveer 

Panel participants: 

Environmental Politics, Prakash Kashwan 

Global Environmental Politics, Steven Bernstein / Matthew Hoffmann 

Earth System Governance, Carole-Anne Sénit 

International Environmental Agreements, Joyeeta Gupta 

Note: All named panel participants are TBC. The program will be as described; but the named 
panel participants may change, depending upon who is present at Radboud 

Keywords: Publications, networking, collaboration, transdisciplinarity, interdisciplinarity
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Bridging Earth System Science and Earth System Governance (ID: 803) 

Chair(s):  
Kim, Rakhyun E. 
Galbraith, Eric 

Presenter(s):  
Biermann, Frank 
Persson, Åsa 
Kotzé, Louis 
Lenton, Timothy 

Description: 

A healthy and constructive relationship between Earth System Science (ESS) and Earth 
System Governance (ESG) is crucial for building a sustainable society. However, the gap 
between the two communities has increasingly widened, and the time is ripe for a deeper 
dialogue. 

ESS has developed many insights on the functioning of the non-human aspects of our 
planet, and has identified many looming dangers that threaten the continued wellbeing of 
humanity. Frequently, these insights have been translated - by scientists - into popular 
concepts intended to drive changes in human behavior, such as the notions of planetary 
boundaries and tipping points. However, these notions have often been formulated based 
largely on the understanding of the non-human system, without considering democratic 
principles, legitimacy, or political realities. As a result they have, arguably, contributed 
relatively little to actual governance at the global scale, where the needs are most acute. 

ESG has engaged ESS in at least two ways: as a starting point to explore policy and 
governance implications and as an object of critique in terms of democratic legitimacy, 
representation, performativity, and consequences for global equality. However, there have 
been few efforts to reconcile these approaches together in a more constructive engagement 
with the ESS community. The ESG research community has the potential to improve the 
practice of ESS for improved legitimacy and effectiveness which could, in turn, further the 
growth of global democratic mechanisms. 

This innovative session will aim to spark a deeper discussion between ESS and ESG scholars, 
to: 

(1) share concerns and aspirations;

(2) identify under-researched topics;

(3) lower cultural barriers; and

(4) design constructive strategies.

The hope is that, by forming a stronger bridge of communication between these two 
communities, we can collaborate towards operationalizable, effective and scientifically-
sound strategies to improve governance at the scale of the Earth system. 

Keywords: earth system science, earth system governance, interdisciplinarity
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

Scholar Activism within ESG: Exchanging lessons from three initiatives (ID: 
806) 

Chair(s):  
Gupta, Aarti 
Tienhaara, Kyla 

Presenter(s):  
van Asselt, Harro 
Newell, Peter 
Biermann, Frank 
Stephens, Jennie 
Tienhaara, Kyla 

Description:  

Innovative session convenors: 

Aarti Gupta, Wageningen University, The Netherlands 

Kyla Tienhaara, Queens University, Canada 

This innovative session will present and discuss three ‘scholar-activist’ initiatives that 
academics within the ESG community have been engaged with recently: the initiative against 
the Energy Charter; and the initiatives promoting a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty; and 
an International Non-Use Agreement on Solar Geoengineering.  

Audience present will be invited to share additional experiences and instances of activism. 

The aim is (a) to share experiences, lessons learned, challenges encountered and diverse 
ways through which to take a more activist stance in our areas of research; and (b) to have 
a broader discussion about the role of the scientist in ever intensifying planetary crises. 

To achieve these aims, the session will be designed as follows: 

(a) Introduction to the issue from ESG SSC perspective: Aarti Gupta (5 minutes)

(b) A round table discussion to exchange experiences on the three initiatives (50 minutes)

Moderator: Aarti Gupta 

Speakers: 

Opposing the Energy Charter: Kyla Tienhaara 

Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty: Harro van Asselt or Peter Newell 

International Non-Use Agreement on Solar Geoengineering: Frank Biermann 

(c) Audience segment: Sharing of own experiences and areas of activism (30 minutes)

Moderator: Jennie C. Stephens 

(d) Conclusions and ways forward and role that ESG can play: Kyla Tienhaara (5 minutes)

Note: All named panel participants are TBC. The program will be as described; but the named 
panel participants may change, depending upon who is present at Radboud. 

Keywords: scholar activism, science for impact, transdisciplinarity, social relevance, bridging
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 
Other  

Knowledge Brokering for Impact in Marine Governance (ID: 808) 

Chair(s):  
Harrould-Kolieb, Ellycia 

Presenter(s):  
Jaeckel, Aline 
van Doorn, Erik 
Turley, Carol 
Payne, Cymie 
Martin, Jen 

Description: 

Ensuring the effective interpretation, translation and communication of research is critical 
for achieving impact. Knowledge brokering can be thought of as closing the gap between 
research and practice and is critical to solving real world problems. So, how does one 
become a knowledge broker? and what skills are needed to do so? 

This innovative session will explore the what, why, and how of knowledge brokering 
focussing on examples from the marine environment. The session will begin with an initial 
lightening round of presentations and provocations of knowledge brokering in practice. This 
will be followed by a series of break-out discussions that will provide participants with the 
opportunity to explore the themes brought up in the provocations at the start of the session. 

Questions that will be covered include the mechanics of knowledge brokering, such as: What 
is it? Why is it important? How is it done? and What skills, capacities and/or resources does 
one need to engage in knowledge brokering? Other themes to be covered will include: What 
role does knowledge brokering play in creating research? and Do researchers have a 
responsibility to engage with knowledge brokering? 

An outcome of this session will be to establish a knowledge brokering mentorship program, 
where researchers new to knowledge brokering will be paired with experienced knowledge 
brokers who will provide guidance over the 12 months following the conference. 

Keywords: knowledge brokering, science-policy interfrace, science communication
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Stream(s): Inter- and Transdisciplinarity for Sustainability Transformations 

The South-South Initiative and science-society interactions. An open 
conversation (Part 2) (ID: 810) 

Chair(s):  
Aoki Inoue, Cristina Yumie 

Presenter(s):  
Viola, Eduardo 
Okereke, Chuks 
Triyanti, Anissa 
Jayaram, Dhanasree 

Description: 

The Earth System Governance project´s mission is to stimulate a vibrant, pluralistic and 
relevant research community. Recently, the South-South initiative was launched to increase 
and strengthen the ESG community in the so-called Global South. At the 2022 Toronto 
Conference, scholars held an Innovative Session to discuss several questions related to the 
ESG research framework, challenges and possibilities for research collaboration and for 
fostering new generations of scholars in Africa, Latin America and Asia. The discussion was 
inspiring and some new action fronts have emerged like workshops, webinars and 
possibilities of collaborative research and writing. Science-society interactions was one 
dimension which was not fully explored in Toronto and is very much in tune with the 
Radboud Conference theme. Bridging sciences and societies in Global South countries is an 
urgent matter if we are to cope with the climate crisis, accelerated biodiversity loss and 
massive deforestation. 

Living in megadiverse countries, which are home to the remaining tropical forests and which 
have the dual duty to protect them at the same time to solve historical socio-economic 
inequalities, Earth System governance scholars are challenged to produce high quality 
research that at the same time delves into disciplinary depth and complexity but also are 
relevant and impactful for society. These scholars are called to collaborate in inter and 
transdisciplinary teams, to influence policy and to dialogue with society at large. This 
innovative session brings scholars who will share their experiences on science-society 
interactions, transdisciplinary and interdisciplinary collaboration and activism in Africa, Asia 
and Latin America. The aim is to reflect on science-society interactions and the role of ESG 
scholars in African, Asian and Latin American countries and, if possible, to open new avenues 
of collaboration. The panel will be facilitated by scholars and practioners who navigate 
diverse political-geographies and socio-environmental realities. 

Keywords: South-South Initiative, Science-society interactions, Global South, socio-economic 
inequalities, impact, inter and transdisciplinarity, collaboration and activism
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Stream(s): Justice and Allocation 

Crime and environmental justice in Latin America (ID: 763) 

Chair(s):  
Le Clercq, Juan Antonio 

Presenter(s):  
Tufro, Manuel 
Cedillo, Celeste 
Vazquez, Omar 
Romero, Laura 
Berrios, Antonia 
Niño, Catalina 
Landa, Pedro 

Description: 

Distributive justice, procedural justice and indigenous recognition are extremely relevant as 
definitory elements for understanding environmental justice challenges. The IPCC´s AR6 has 
emphasized the importance to integrate principles of justice as part of more effective 
adaptation strategies and an ecological resilient transformation. Less attention has received 
as key features for understanding environmental injustice the increasingly higher rates of 
crimes related to access and control of natural resources and territories, the role criminal 
organization in illegal exploitation. of natural assets and the dramatic levels of violence 
against defenders and broader environmental rights violations. A more effective and just 
governance framework requires to incorporate environmental justice definitions and 
principles of justice as well as the consequences of social and environmental injustices in 
the construction of feasible solution spaces for responding the environmental and climate 
crises. In this innovative session a group of academics, environmental organizations and 
indigenous defenders will identify and discuss the emergence and trends of environmental 
crime in Latin America and the connection between depredatory economic practices and 
human and indigenous rights violations, and the consequences of this phenomena in 
multilevel governance processes. From a South-South perspective, the discussion will take 
special focus on socioenvironmental injustices and victimization processes, land use 
changes and territorial dispossession, climate change multiplier effects in 
socioenvironmental vulnerabilities, the development of institutional capacities for 
integrating justice principles and mechanisms in multilevel governance models and the 
institutional relevance of new global and regional mechanisms as the SDG´s and the Ecazu 
Agreement. 

Keywords: Crime, Justice, Human Rights, Latin America, Victims 
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