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About the Project 
 
The Earth System Governance Project is an interdisciplinary academic 
research network that connects and mobilises social science scholars 
around the globe in their exploration of governance responses to global 
environmental change. The Project advances ground-breaking inter -
disciplinary and transdisciplinary scholarship at the interface between 
global environmental change and governance, across local and global 
scales. Our research seeks both to understand and critique existing 
systems of governance and also to envision and advance new approaches 
to earth system governance that are sustainable and just. Members of the 
Earth System Governance community – representing a wide range of 
sectors and scales, disciplines, career stages, and geographical regions – 
stimulate and lead international debates on environmental politics, 
provide insights into governance opportunities and solutions, and push 
the frontiers of our understanding of earth system transformations within 
the social sciences. 
 
The network, the largest of its kind, fosters interdisciplinary community 
collaboration around the world. The highly inter disciplinary research 
community of over 500 scholars across 57 countries spans disciplines 
such as international relations, political science, human geography, law, 
urban studies, development studies, and sustainability science, among 
others. The Earth System Governance Project is a Global Research Project 
of Future Earth, a global research network that aims to support 
transformations towards sustainability. 
 
 

      We aim to: 

      • Expand the global mobilisation of earth system  

governance researchers  

      • Stimulate and facilitate research collaborations 

      • Inform and advise at the science-policy interface 

Introduction 
 
 

https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org
https://futureearth.org


https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research-framework/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research-framework/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research-framework/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/ssc/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/ssc/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/ssc/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/ international-project-office-esg/








https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/event/2023-radboud-conference-on-earth-system-governance-bridging-sciences-and-societies-for-sustainability-transformations/


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGypHH1QgRQ&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGypHH1QgRQ&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGypHH1QgRQ&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGypHH1QgRQ&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGypHH1QgRQ&t=14s
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The Earth System Governance Project supports a broad network that reflects 
interdisciplinary, international, and multi-scale societal challenges. The Earth System 
Governance Project aims to facilitate collaboration across the network to engage 
with key issues of governance of the environment and sustainability. 

 
 

“Being part of the Network has allowed me to engage in 
interdisciplinary discussions and collaborate with 
researchers from diverse cultural backgrounds, which has 
been so valuable.” 

Veronica Korber Gonçalves,  
Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil (Research Fellow) 
 
 

“I believe that the ESG network will provide me with a solid 
foundation to exchange and build on to address the 
increasingly interrelated earth and space sustainability 
challenges.” 

Xiao-Shan Yap,  
Utrecht University, Netherlands (Research Fellow) 
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People of the Network
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Leadership Updates 
 
NEW SCIENTIFIC STEERING COMMITTEE CO-CHAIR AND MEMBER  
 
In 2023, the ESG Scientific Steering Committee welcomed Kathryn Bowen as its 
newest member and Jonathan Pickering as its newest co-chair, with both having 
actively contributed to ESG activities for several years. The SSC also expressed its 
gratitude to the outgoing co-chair Aarti Gupta for her leadership throughout 2023.  
 
 

Jonathan Pickering is an Associate Professor at the Canberra School 
of Politics, Economics and Society at the University of Canberra. 
Jonathan has served on the SSC since 2018, with his research focus 
including democracy and justice in environmental governance.  
 
 
Kathryn Bowen is a leading, internationally-recognized expert on the 
science and policy of sustainability and global health issues from the 
University of Melbourne. Kathryn has 20 years of experience in original 
public health research, science assessment, capacity development 
and policy advice.  

 
 
LEAD FACULTY 
 

Anna Katharina Hornidge is Director of the German Institute of 
Development and Sustainability (IDOS) and Professor for Global 
Sustainable Development at the University of Bonn. Anna has been an 
active contributor to ESG activities and will be a highly-valued ESG 
Lead Faculty member.  
 
 





https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/2023radboud/south-south-dialogues-event/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUxTytQWC7OzTlIy5bWIbKRfWCJxe2AaG
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/what-we-do/south-south-initiative/


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbP4ULcB6pk&list=PLUxTytQWC7OxrXoQVn9brNO6XIIil4vYV&index=8


https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/task-force-on-accountability-in-global-environmental-governance-2/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/task-force-on-accountability-in-global-environmental-governance-2/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/task-force-on-accountability-in-global-environmental-governance-2/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/news/reporting-from-the-roundtable-promises-and-pitfalls-of-accelerating-sdg-implementation-in-global-governance/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/news/reporting-from-the-roundtable-promises-and-pitfalls-of-accelerating-sdg-implementation-in-global-governance/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/news/reporting-from-the-roundtable-promises-and-pitfalls-of-accelerating-sdg-implementation-in-global-governance/
https://blogs.bath.ac.uk/cds/2023/07/17/what-is-the-future-of-the-sustainable-development-goals-to-and-beyond-2030/
https://blogs.bath.ac.uk/cds/2023/07/17/what-is-the-future-of-the-sustainable-development-goals-to-and-beyond-2030/
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adj5434
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adj5434
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adj5434
https
https
https
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.o rg/what-we-do/task-forces/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.o rg/what-we-do/working-groups/
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Taskforce on Planetary Justice 
 
The Taskforce on Planetary Justice aims to address 
all normative aspects related to justice in the 
context of sustainability governance, at both local 
and global scales.  
 

In 2023, the Taskforce launched the “Exploring 
Planetary Justice” webinar series. “Views from 
South America”, the first edition of the webinar, was 
held in December and was hosted by ESG in 
collaboration with Colorado State University’s 
Center for Environmental Justice. This exciting new 
webinar series continues throughout 2024.  
 
Throughout the year, the Taskforce continued to 
edit a Special Issue for the journal Environmental 
Politics on the theme of planetary justice. This 
special issue is expected to be published in 2024.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The ongoing loss of nature and biodiversity due to 
human activities is one of the most important 
sustainability challenges today. The Taskforce on the 
Governance of Nature and Biodiversity aims to bring 
together and lead a community of scholars and 
practitioners to respond to this challenge.  
 
In 2023, the Taskforce published a special issue on 
“The governance of biodiversity recovery: from 
global targets to sectoral action” in the Earth 
System Governance journal.  
 
2023 saw the Taskforce engage in meetings of the 
UN Convention on Biological Diversity.  
 
In July, the Taskforce held a thematic workshop at 
Utrecht University entitled ‘Unlocking the 
transformative potential of the CBD biodiversity 
monitoring framework: a critical mainstreaming 
approach”. Members from the Taskforce gathered 
over two days to discuss this topic, with the 
outcome being an opinion paper targeting UN 
biodiversity negotiations.  
 
 

 
The Taskforce on Knowledge Cumulation seeks to 
make ESG research, and environmental governance 
research more broadly, more cumulative.  
In May 2023, the Taskforce published a paper titled 
“To assess progress in the social sciences, we 
should study knowledge cumulation, not 
disruptiveness - Response to Park, Leahey and 
Funk” in Nature.  
 
Three members of the Taskforce, Michael Rose,  
Jens Newig and Sina Leipold, also edited a special 
issue in Environmental Policy and Governance 
on Knowledge Cumulation in Environmental 
Governance Research. The special issue will be 
published in late 2024.  
 
 

 
The Taskforce on Earth System Law aims to 
explore novel legal challenges of the Anthropocene 
and the numerous complex, multi-scaled 
governance issues arising from within an earth 
system context.  
 
In 2023 the Taskforce published several articles to 
further this exploration in the Earth System 
Governance journal as well as the Wisconsin 
International Law Journal. Additionally, ESG 
Research Fellow and member of the Taskforce 
Rosalind Warner was interviewed by Ronnie 
Lipschutz in the Sustainability Now! Podcast. 
 
The scholarly attention on the concept of earth 
system law has continued to grow, as in 2023,  
163 publications referred to the topic according to 
Google Scholar, an increase from those in 2022.  
 

 
The Taskforce on Climate Governance strengthens 
climate policy research within the Earth System 
Governance community and beyond, mobilising the 
entire breadth of the network. It also works closely 
with the more conceptual taskforces on planetary 
justice, earth system law, democracy and others. 
 
In 2023, the Taskforce launched the Decarbonization 
Pathways Working Group under the Climate 
Governance Taskforce umbrella.  
 
 
Taskforce on Anticipatory Governance 
 
The Taskforce on Anticipatory Governance seeks to 
foster a generation of researchers and practitioners 
with anticipatory expertise and experience around 
anticipatory governance that is crucial for the future 
of the planet. A Slack community serves to exchange 
knowledge, experiences, activities and more.  
 
In January 2023, the Taskforce community released 
two articles on its website. One article discusses The 
Transformative Innovation Policy Resource Lab and 
Tools, which will help understand the system and 
explore the necessary capabilities to create change. 
The other article, “15 resources to Decolonise Futures 
& Imaginaries”, contains a recommended list of 
decolonial literature for readers.  
 
 
Taskforce on Ocean Governance 
 
The Taskforce on Ocean Governance seeks to address 
the daunting multi-level challenge of ocean 
governance in the Anthropocene. It serves as a 
platform in the Earth System Governance Project for 
oceans-related research and will be actively 
cooperating with other research activities as well as 
scientific and policy institutions and ongoing policy 
processes related to our global oceans. The Taskforce 
has been undergoing a transition of leadership and 
will launch a new range of initiatives in 2024. 
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https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research-agenda-science-plan/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bS9ApRRC66E&t=571s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bS9ApRRC66E&t=571s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bS9ApRRC66E&t=571s
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/taskforce-on-planetary-justice-in-earth-system-governance-research-2/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/taskforce-on-planetary-justice-in-earth-system-governance-research-2/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/taskforce-on-planetary-justice-in-earth-system-governance-research-2/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/earth-system-governance/special-issue/10LLN0R6DCM
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/earth-system-governance/special-issue/10LLN0R6DCM
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/earth-system-governance/special-issue/10LLN0R6DCM
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/taskforce-on-knowledge-cumulation/
https://sustainability-governance.net/2023/07/04/call-for-abstracts-and-papers-special-issue-on-knowledge-cumulation-in-environmental-governance-research/
https://sustainability-governance.net/2023/07/04/call-for-abstracts-and-papers-special-issue-on-knowledge-cumulation-in-environmental-governance-research/
https://sustainability-governance.net/2023/07/04/call-for-abstracts-and-papers-special-issue-on-knowledge-cumulation-in-environmental-governance-research/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/taskforce-on-planetary-justice-in-earth-system-governance-research-2/
https://rozwarner.com/2023/08/23/how-kinship-practices-could-foster-new-relations-between-humans-and-nature/
https://www.ear thsystemgover nance.org/rese arch/taskforceon- climategovernance/
https://www. earthsystem governance. org/research/ taskforce-onanticipatorygovernance/
https://www.anticipatorygovernance.community/post/the-transformative-innovation-policy-resource-lab-and-tools
https://www.anticipatorygovernance.community/post/the-transformative-innovation-policy-resource-lab-and-tools
https://www.anticipatorygovernance.community/post/the-transformative-innovation-policy-resource-lab-and-tools
https://www.anticipatorygovernance.community/post/the-transformative-innovation-policy-resource-lab-and-tools
https://www.anticipatorygovernance.community/post/the-transformative-innovation-policy-resource-lab-and-tools
https://www.anticipatorygovernance.community/post/15-resources-to-decolonise-futures-imaginaries
https://www.anticipatorygovernance.community/post/15-resources-to-decolonise-futures-imaginaries
https://www.anticipatorygovernance.community/post/15-resources-to-decolonise-futures-imaginaries
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/taskforce-on-ocean-governance/


https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/urban-working-group-3/
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/global-environmental-politics-in-a-turbulent-era-9781802207132.html
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/global-environmental-politics-in-a-turbulent-era-9781802207132.html
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/global-environmental-politics-in-a-turbulent-era-9781802207132.html
https://www.elgaronline.com/edcollchap/book/9781802207149/book-part-9781802207149-12.xml
https://www.elgaronline.com/edcollchap/book/9781802207149/book-part-9781802207149-12.xml
https://www.elgaronline.com/edcollchap/book/9781802207149/book-part-9781802207149-12.xml
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13280-021-01697-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13280-021-01697-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13280-021-01697-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13280-021-01697-6
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/working-group-on-democracy/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/working-group-on-democracy/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/working-group-on-democracy/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/carbon-removal-working-group/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2589811624000041?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2589811624000041?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2589811624000041?via%3Dihub
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/21147/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbP4ULcB6pk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbP4ULcB6pk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbP4ULcB6pk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbP4ULcB6pk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbP4ULcB6pk
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/working-group-on-earth-space-governance/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/asia-pacific-working-group-3/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13280-023-01867-8#:~:text=Steffen%20was%20a%20member%20of,dimensions%20of%20Earth%20System%20change.
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13280-023-01867-8#:~:text=Steffen%20was%20a%20member%20of,dimensions%20of%20Earth%20System%20change.
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13280-023-01867-8#:~:text=Steffen%20was%20a%20member%20of,dimensions%20of%20Earth%20System%20change.
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-15904-6_3
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-15904-6_3
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-15904-6_3
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/working-group-on-governance-of-social-ecological-systems/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/working-group-on-governance-of-social-ecological-systems/


https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/earth-system-governance
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/earth-system-governance
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/earth-system-governance


https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/publications/cambridge-elements-series/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/publications/cambridge-university-press-book-series/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/publications/esg-and-mit-press-book-series/


https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research-centres/


https://global.oup.com/academic/product/disrupted-development-in-the-congo-9780192849052?cc=au&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/disrupted-development-in-the-congo-9780192849052?cc=au&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/disrupted-development-in-the-congo-9780192849052?cc=au&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/disrupted-development-in-the-congo-9780192849052?cc=au&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/disrupted-development-in-the-congo-9780192849052?cc=au&lang=en&
https://blogs.bath.ac.uk/cds/2023/07/17/what-is-the-future-of-the-sustainable-development-goals-to-and-beyond-2030/
https://www.bath.ac.uk/announcements/bath-experts-contribute-to-global-sustainable-development-report-gsdr-2023/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/news/2024-beskydy-workshop-call-for-papers/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/news/2024-beskydy-workshop-call-for-papers/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/news/2024-beskydy-workshop-call-for-papers/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/news/2024-beskydy-workshop-call-for-papers/
https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/news/2024-beskydy-workshop-call-for-papers/
https://uol.de/en/sem
https://uol.de/en/sem
https://uol.de/en/sem
https://pccommissionflo.imgix.net/uploads/images/PCC-SORE-Research-Report.pdf
https://pccommissionflo.imgix.net/uploads/images/PCC-SORE-Research-Report.pdf
https://pccommissionflo.imgix.net/uploads/images/PCC-SORE-Research-Report.pdf
https://adaptlockin.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Alexander-M_The-lock-in-dynamics-locking-out-nature-in-England.pdf
https://adaptlockin.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Alexander-M_The-lock-in-dynamics-locking-out-nature-in-England.pdf
https://adaptlockin.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Alexander-M_The-lock-in-dynamics-locking-out-nature-in-England.pdf
https://www.nomos-shop.de/nomos/titel/dilemmas-of-sustainability-on-relevance-and-critical-reflection-in-sustainability-research-id-117648/
https://events.nikkei.co.jp/59174/
https://www.sydney.edu.au/sydney-environment-institute/events/2023/achieving-a-coherent-energy-transition0.html
https://www.sei.org/projects/policy-coherence-between-the-paris-agreement-and-agenda-2030/#highlights-and-updates
https://www.sei.org/projects/policy-coherence-between-the-paris-agreement-and-agenda-2030/#highlights-and-updates
https://www.sei.org/projects/policy-coherence-between-the-paris-agreement-and-agenda-2030/#highlights-and-updates
https://www.sydney.edu.au/content/dam/corporate/documents/sydney-environment-institute/articles/2023/submission-to-review-on-community-engagement-and-support-pickering--chalaye-edwards.pdf
https://www.sydney.edu.au/sydney-environment-institute/news/2023/11/20/towards-a-coherent-energy-transition--expanding-renewables-while.html


https://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/research/23775/
https://earthcommission.org
https://www.solargeoeng.org
https://www.solargeoeng.org
https://www.solargeoeng.org
https://sdgs.un.org/gsdr/gsdr2023
https://sdgs.un.org/gsdr/gsdr2023
https://sdgs.un.org/gsdr/gsdr2023
https://sdgs.un.org/gsdr/gsdr2023
https://sdgs.un.org/gsdr/gsdr2023




https://www.youtube.com/@earthsystemgovernancetv1308
https://www.linkedin.com/search/re
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