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TRade & ENvironment Dataset (TREND)

The TREND database (updated in 2022) identifies nearly 300 
different types of environmental provisions in 775 trade 
agreements. Published https://www.trend.ulaval.ca/ https://www.trend.ulaval.ca/

Jean-Frédéric Morin, jean-
frederic.morin@pol.ulaval.ca

International Environmental Agreements 
(IEA) Database

The International Environmental Agreements (IEA) Database 
Project offers a "single source" repository for information 
related to IEAs. Initiated and curated by Prof. R Mitchell 
(University of Oregon) from 2002 to 2024, it is now hosted 
at Université Laval under the leadership of Prof. JF Morin.
The IEA Database seeks to provide: 
1) a systematic, comprehensive and up to date list of 
international environmental agreements, including 
multilateral (MEAs) and bilateral (BEAs) ones;  
2) Information on each agreement, including signature date, 
place of signature, entry into force date, parties, responsible 
secretariat, subject, etc.; 
3) the fully searchable text for most IEAs, including the 
original as well as the amended versions; 
4) information on "lineage" -- i.e. the legal linkages among 
agreements; 
5) coded versions of a subset of IEAs that allow systematic 
comparison of agreement design features. Published www.ieadb.com ieadb@ulaval.ca

ClimBio TGIs

This is a dataset of 271 transnational governance initiatives 
that recognize linkages between climate change and 
biodiversity. For each initiative, we collect information on its 
basic characteristics, governance, climate-biodiversity 
linkages, justice, transformation, and actors. Upcoming 2027-09-30

ClimBio Frontiers
https://politicalscience.ku.dk/res
earch/projects/climbio/

Michele Betsill, 
m.betsill@ifs.ku.dk

GUWA

This database contains information about 79 transnational 
city initiatives related to urban wellness in the Americas. We 
understand urban wellness as including a variety of topics 
that seek to improve the wellbeing of urban residents, 
including environment and sustainable development, 
health, human rights, education, etc. 
In a first release in December 2024, we published basic 
information about year of creation, general topic, specific 
topics, number of members, headquarters, regional offices, 
etc. We are now working on a second release, with data 
about members and partners for each initiative (Summer 
2025). In a third release (Fall 2025), we will release data 
about the norms shared by those initiatives through the 
uploading of tagged artifacts. Published

https://sites.google.com/view/gu
wadatabase/home

Marielle Papin, 
papinm5@macewan.ca

Oxford Climate Policy Monitor

The Oxford Climate Policy Monitor examines and compares 
climate mitigation rules across major economies. Powered 
by a global network of over 60 law firms contributing pro 
bono expertise, the Monitor is distinctive in that it: 
1)        assesses regulatory domains holistically, not just 
individual tools; 
2)        includes information not just on the content of rules 
but also on key contextual factors like enforcement, 
exceptions, and regulatory capacity; 
3)        relies on context-specific legal expertise; 
4)        allows direct comparison across jurisdictions

In 2024, the Monitor surveyed 30 countries and rules across 
3 policy domains: climate-related disclosure, transition 
planning, and public procurement. In 2025, the Monitor will 
expand its geographic focus to 36 countries (and one state, 
California) and will track policies in three new domains: 
carbon credits, prudential rules, and methane abatement 
rules.

The Monitor is an open access database (Creative Commons 
BY License 4.0). Published

https://download.climatepolicym
onitor.ox.ac.uk/climate_policy_m
onitor_harmonised_policy_tools_
export.csv

https://climatepolicymonitor.ox.a
c.uk/ netzerohub@bsg.ox.ac.uk

Climate COP Participation

The names of organizations / countries and how many 
people were on their delegation for every COP. Includes 
observers, international organizations, and countries. Upcoming Jen Allan, AllanJ6@cardiff.ac.uk

Net Zero Tracker

The Net Zero Tracker collects information on targets for net 
zero emissions (and similar aims) pledged by countries, 
states/regions/provinces (hereafter 'regions' for short), 
cities, and companies.
We include an entry, whether the entity has a net zero 
target or not, for:
- All countries that are members of the UN climate 
convention (UNFCCC) - this is virtually every country
- All regions in the top 25 emitting countries
- All cities with populations greater than 500,000
- All of the 2,000 largest publicly-listed companies, as 
detailed in the Forbes Global 2000 list
- The world's 100 largest privately-owned companies. Published https://zerotracker.net/ https://zerotracker.net/ John Lang, john.lang@eciu.net
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Climate Transparency Adherence Index

The Climate Transparency Adherence Index assesses how 
well countries are adhering to the transparency 
requirements of the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The focus of the Index is on 
the Biennial (Update) Reports that countries submitted to 
the UNFCCC secretariat between 2014 and 2024. Through 
these reports, countries were to communicate, inter alia, 
their greenhouse gas emissions and the actions taken to 
reduce those emissions and to adapt to the impacts of 
climate change. Developed countries were also required to 
report on international support – financial and technical – 
provided to developing countries to help the latter 
implement the Convention. The methodology of the Climate 
Transparency Adherence Index will be adjusted in due 
course to reflect the modalities, procedures and guidelines 
(MPGs) of the new Enhanced Transparency Framework of 
the Paris Agreement that have superseded previous biennial 
transparency requirements since December 31st, 2024. Published

https://doi.org/10.1080/1469306
2.2021.1895705

https://sites.google.com/view/tra
nsparency-adherence-index/

https://figshare.com/articles
/dataset/Transparency_Adh
erence_Index_-
_Updated_on_July_1st_202
4_xlsx/27044275/3

Romain Weikmans, 
romain.weikmans@ulb.be

China's Global Enviornmental Leadership 
(CGEL) Database

The China's Global Enviornmental Leadership (CGEL) 
Database is the first and the most comprehensive database 
that gathers granular data on cross-border environmental 
governance initiatives led by Chinese state and non-state 
actors in the 21st century. Developed by the SGAIN project 
at the Unviersity of Bath, the CGEL database collects in a 
systematic manner key information on the efforts made by 
Chinese actors to lead governance initiatives to address 
different environmental issues and through different 
channels including multilateral, bilateral, transnational 
initiatives. The first version of the database includes over 
290 initiatives operating at the bilateral, multilateral and 
transnational levles, and consists of 29 variables for each 
case. Upcoming 2025-12-31 https://sgain.org/ ys2327@bath.ac.uk

Citations between multilateral 
environmental agreements

List of 1,001 citations between 747 multilateral 
environmental agreements Published

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvc
ha.2013.07.006 Rak Kim, r.kim@uu.nl

Problem Shifts

Repository of 117 cases (with qualitative descriptions) 
where policies and decisions aimed at solving one 
environmental problem have created new problems that 
undermine the effectiveness of other sustainability 
institutions. Published

PROBLEMSHIFTING Project
www.problemshifting.org

https://www.problemshiftin
g.directory Rak Kim, r.kim@uu.nl

Institutional capacity and interaction 
effects in a network of 378 multilateral 
environmental agreements

International institutions strive to achieve their own 
objectives while operating within a complex network of 
interdependencies. These interdependencies create an 
extensive web of relationships that serve as potential 
pathways for broader institutional impacts. The actions 
taken by individual institutions, their mutual influences, and 
the pattern of connectivity collectively shape the overall 
performance of institutional complexes.

The dataset models institutional capacity and interaction 
effects using institutional design and membership data of an 
institutional complex formed by a network of 378 
multilateral environmental agreements with 810 known 
issue linkages. It covers agreements adopted between 1919 
and 2014. This dataset is used to underscore the relevance 
of considering the system-level properties of institutional 
complexes and emphasize the need for timely network-
based governance and policy interventions to enhance the 
overall effectiveness of institutional complexes. Published

https://doi.org/10.1098/rsta.202
3.0161

PROBLEMSHIFTING Project
www.problemshifting.org

https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.
figshare.c.7031274

Ashok Vardhan Adipudi, 
a.v.adipudi@uu.nl

MARIPOLDATAbase

The MARIPOLDATAbase systematically catalogues 
Collaborative Event Ethnography (CEE) observations 
covering the entire BBNJ (Biodiversity Beyond National 
Jurisdiction) negotiations from 2018 to June 2023. It 
provides primary data on the whole negotiation process and 
contains data on actors and alliances, statements' length, 
treaty text, positions, networks, statements, concepts, and 
meeting formats which facilitate the analysis of various 
aspects of agreement-making. The database has specific 
value for researchers who, in the past, struggled to access 
the BBNJ negotiations as well as for scholars who wish to 
follow marine biodiversity negotiations in the future. By 
facilitating the use of primary negotiation data, the 
MARIPOLDATAbase structure and content support both 
broad research areas and specific research questions. Published doi.org/10.1162/glep_a_00767

MARIPOLDATA, 
https://www.maripoldata.eu/

https://data.aussda.at/datas
et.xhtml?persistentId=doi:10
.11587/0XXZ0V arne.langlet@univie.ac.at



Youth Earth Dataset

The dataset creates data on the topic of youth participation 
in international environmental negotiations. While current 
research concentrates on youth protests, especially with 
regards to climate change, the Youth Earth dataset 
produces data on youth participation in formal negotiation 
processes beyond climate governance by also including 
biodiversity and sustainable development as case studies. It 
traces the evolution of youth participation across time and 
negotiation processes. It also compiles metadata about the 
anonymized youth participants and their organizations. 
More precisely, the dataset contains all youth-related 
participations to international environmental conferences 
between 1993 and 2024. The international environmental 
conferences covered are the yearly UNFCCC COPs (from 
COP1 in 1995 to COP29 in 2024) and UN summits of the 
CSD (from CSD1 1993 to CSD20 in 2013) and HLPF (from 
HLPF1 in 2013 to HLPF12 in 2024), and the biannual CBD 
COPs (from COP1 in 1994 to COP16 in 2024). Published

Youth Earth Project 
https://www.crespo.be/recherch
e/youth-earth/

https://dataverse.uclouvain.
be/dataset.xhtml?persistentI
d=doi:10.14428/DVN/5M9I
MC

Amandine Orsini, 
amandine.orsini@uclouvain.be

Dataset of ASEAN Countries’ 
Environment Related Policies in their 
SDG VNRs

This dataset lists the ASEAN countries’ environment related 
policies listed in their SDG VNRs. The dataset includes the 
cumulative list of policies up to 2020, and covers policies 
listed under all SDGs. Published

https://link.springer.com/article/1
0.1007/s10668-022-02514-0 Mark Elder, elder@iges.or.jp

Global Governance Observatory

The GGO datasets are a set of datasets on state actors, 
international agreements, and states relationships to these 
international agreements across the environment, health, 
and trade domains. They can be found in the R packages 
manystates and manytreaties along with other leading 
datasets on such actors and institutions. Upcoming 2025-10-12

PANARCHIC
www.panarchic.ch

https://github.com/globalgo
v/manytreaties

James Hollway, 
james.hollway@graduateinstitut
e.ch

Transboundary Freshwater Diplomacy 
Database

The Transboundary Freshwater Diplomacy Database (TFDD) 
was created by Aaron Wolf and has grown into a spatial 
database of the world’s international river and lake basins, 
wetlands, and the institutions governing them. The TFDD is 
now a project of the Shared Waters Lab Partnership, a 
collaboration between Oregon State University, the Fletcher 
School at Tufts University, and IHE Delft. The TFDD contains 
several datasets: 1) Spatial Database with physical, 
socioeconomic, and political data relating to the world's 
international river basins. 2) The Treaties Database is a 
searchable database of more than 800 international, 
freshwater-related agreements. 3) The International Water 
Events Database documents over 6400 historical 
international water relations from 1948 to 2008. 4) The 
International River Basin Organization Database provides 
detailed institutional design data for more than 120 RBOs in 
more than 110 internationally shared watercourses. Published

https://scholar.law.colorado.edu/
celj/vol9/iss3/20

https://transboundarywater
s.ceoas.oregonstate.edu/tra
nsboundary-freshwater-
diplomacy-database

Melissa McCracken, 
melissa.mccracken@tufts.edu 
Henry Pitts, 
pittsph@oregonstate.edu

ProblemShifting Climate Policies and 
Measures from 25 Industrialised 
Countries

Climate mitigation policies and measures, while well-
intentioned, can generate unintended consequences—a 
phenomenon known as ‘problem-shifting’, where efforts to 
curb climate change inadvertently create new 
environmental or socio-economic challenges. 

Our study analyses 182 national communications submitted 
by 25 Global North countries between 1994 and 2023, 
identifying 718 instances of problem-shifting risk across 712 
climate policies and measures. Data collected includes 
policies and measures disclosed by these 25 countries over 
time, where applicable the archetype of problem-shifting, 
greenhouse gases targeted, and the disclosed start and end 
dates of policies. Finally, we also map the presence and 
extent of known problem-shifting design features that have 
been included in these policies and measures - helping 
understand how policies that lead to problem-shifting have 
evolved over time. Published

doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.202
5.103075

PROBLEMSHIFTING Project
www.problemshifting.org

Ashok Vardhan Adipudi, 
a.v.adipudi@uu.nl

LEAP (Low Emissions Analysis Platform ) 
Publications Database

The database includes over 4,800 records of LEAP-related 
publications, spanning case studies, evaluations, 
methodological developments, and other analyses. It draws 
from peer-reviewed publications as well as reports from 
governments, international organizations, and NGOs, and 
includes entries for the most recent NDC 3.0 submissions 
that were created with the support of the LEAP platform. Published

LEAP (Low Emissions Analysis 
Platform ); hƩps://leap.sei.org/

https://leap.sei.org/default.a
sp?action=publications

Charles Heaps, Senior Scientist, 
SEI US, charlie.heaps@sei.org, 
+1 (617) 627 3786


